SHIURIM on CHUMASH

Rabbi Yisroel Reisman’s Weekly Chumash Shiurim
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Rabbi Reisman — Parshas Eikev 5783

1 - Topic - Yerushalayim

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Eikev and I speak to you from the center of HKB”H’s
universe right here in Yerushalayim in Yeshivas Ohr Sameach which this year also has nearly 50
young men from Torah Vodaath 11th and 12th graders who came with their Menahel Rabbi
Efraim Glassman to spend a few weeks here in Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh.

Since Parshas Eikev is much about Eretz Yisrael, |1 would like to share with you a thought that is
very appropriate for Eretz Yisrael. | would like to do it by teaching you a little bit of Nach. This
Nach is from the beginning of Malachi and it is actually the Haftorah of Parshas Toldos. We
have all read the Haftorah of Parshas Toldos which talks about the love Hashem has for Yaakov
as opposed to HKB”H’s relationship with Eisav. However, if you read the Haftorah, there are
some difficulties as | would like to explain.

Hashem says to Malachi the Navi, 1:2 (7377 2R 020§ °n23x), G-d says to the Jewish people | love
you. (1n23x8 7»2 an k). Klal Yisrael asks, in what way are we able to see the love of HKB”H.
HKB”H says contrast Yaakov with Eisav. He says 1:3 (°nR3 ,@y-n¥)). | have a hatred for Eisav.
(7nw 13-ny ooieR)). | made his mountains destroyed and desolate. (127% nian® in203-nk)). His
land has turned into a place of desert serpents. You see what happened to Eisav.

I don’t understand, the same thing happened to Eretz Yisrael. Eretz Yisrael at the time of the
Churban also turned into a desolate place. Har Habayis turned into a place that (y2 12%7 2%vw).
The same descriptions are used there. How do we say to Klal Yisrael that | love you and | have a
hatred for Eisav? 1:2 (2py>-n§ 23K] ,7)7-081 2py? Wy nx-xi2g). How do you know that? (,@y-n¥)
Y va-nR 2°R) nRi). His mountains are desolate. The Harei Eretz Yisrael were also made
desolate, as we say in the additions to the Tefillah on Tisha B’av. So what is the Nevua here I
love you as opposed to Eisav? Eisav has a Churban, what do you mean, Klal Yisrael has a
Churban too? What is Pshat in Malachi’s Nevua?

The answer is that you have to know who Malachi was and at what time he said this Nevua.
Chaggai, Zecharia and Malachi were the final Neviim. They were Neviim at the beginning of
Bayis Sheini just when the Bayis was being built. At that time Klal Yisrael was returning to
Eretz Yisrael. The Nevua of Malachi is not just ( in?71-n¥) ,mnnw ¥73-N8 2°WR) DRI RY-NN)
q27% niany), it continued. 1:4 (o178 mKXn-"3), when Edom says (mww) we have been destroyed,
(niaqg man awyy) and we will go back and rebuild the ruin. (°a¥1 12> [%5 ,0ip2x 7 MR 79
0ingX). HKB”H says to Edom it will not be, you will never rebuild. In that way, we have to look

around. Says Malachi, look Klal Yisrael is returning, Klal Yisrael is coming back. The message
of (>nxi ,py) and (220 *n2aw) is not that Klal Yisrael didn’t have Churbanos. Klal Yisrael had



terrible Churbanos. The Churban in the Holocaust was unparalleled for any other nation in the
world. The fact that there were Churbanos for Eisav proves nothing. The proof is says Malachi
because Eisav says (1ww) we have been knocked down and we will rebuild again. In history it
has not happened that a nation is destroyed, a nation is chased out of its land, a nation is gone
and gone for a long period of time and it comes back, it returned. Says Malachi to the people of
his generation, 1:5 (73°%7n ,02°°¥)). You will see with your own eyes. (37nXn oaR)), and you will
say (787 21232 vn 0 2130). You will see with your own eyes and say Hashem is great ( Syn
o8 91239), on the boundaries of Eretz Yisrael. This is what Malachi is saying to the people of
his time. Hear it, (7077 928 220 *n2ax).

Now if Malachi could say this after a 70 year Galus, what should we be saying when we see
Eretz Yisrael after a Galus of 20 centuries? What should we say, the unlikely event of Klal
Yisrael returning. It has never happened. It hasn’t happened that a nation has gone and has come
back. L’havdil, the Indians are not coming back and rebuilding an Indian civilization here in this
country. No such thing is happening in any place in the world. (737 % 0on% *n23%). You walk
around Eretz Yisrael and you see what there is to see. It is just absolutely incredible.

I have the Zechus to be here with my grandson. He asked me to go for a walk. | said wait, | have
to give a Shiur on the phone. | will take him for a walk. I will take him for a walk to show him
what Meah Shearim looks like on a Thursday night. An army of Bnei Torah, an army of Ohavei
Hashem and Yir’ai Hashem, incredible. It hasn’t existed.

Here in Yerushalayim | have found a print of Kol Kisvei Chofetz Chaim that was put out |
believe that it was published in 1990. It has something that | have never seen before. It has a
collection of letters from the Chofetz Chaim. The letters are sorted by topic. They have letters
about the Chofetz Chaim’s desire to come to Eretz Yisrael. They got a letter from two families
that the Chofetz Chaim corresponded with. The first part of the story when he wanted to come
and his wife became ill two days before they left is known and it is in the biography of the
Chofetz Chaim.

There is another letter. In the biography of the Chofetz Chaim it says that the Chofetz Chaim
considered going again 3 or 4 years after his wife’s illness. It doesn’t say why he didn’t go. Here,
there is a letter from the Chofetz Chaim where he writes that the poverty and hunger in
Yerushalayim is so great that it is impossible to go to Yerushalayim even if | can get there. It is a
place of terrible poverty. Yerushalayim is place where people don’t have what to eat. When you
read that as | did sitting here in a Yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael, which is one of many, with plenty of
food three times a day. There is leftovers, there is plenty of food. The Beracha that Yerushalayim
has. A person sitting here has to stop and think (737 “n% 2on% *naax). This is what HKB”H is
saying. (73°x7R ,02°0¥)), your eyes will see. (37X apy)), and you should say, (3237 Syn 707 270
o%1°). This is the sense of a person who is here in Eretz Yisrael. This is a way of cheating and
getting you to learn six Pesukim of Malachi, and at the same time having a proper appreciation
of Artzeinu Hakedosha.



2 — Topic - Yerushalayim

(Ed. Note: Ayin Parshas Re’ch 5781). I often mention that Monday is Yom Yerushalayim for us.
We say a Yom that talks about Yerushalayim. Unfortunately most Jews, even Frum Jews read
the Yom without any idea of what they are saying. But we know when we say ( 22 wwn a1 19
vR7), the beautiful city that gives joy to the whole land and we talk about the description of
Yerushalayim in the Yom, we have a feeling, a longing for Yerushalayim.

| would like to add a Nekuda. (711 119°) means the beautiful city. The Gemara Darshuns in Rosh
Hashana 26a (3 lines from the bottom) says (qi1 79?) that (7i1) also means Kallah so that it is a
bride. (35101 m23% 7P 1977 RAwE 3P 2mn® snsvaws). In certain places they would call a Kallah
Ninfi. (711 179°) the beautiful Kallah. So the Gemara is saying poetically that Yerushalayim is the
Kallah of the Jewish people. What does that mean that Yerushalayim is the Kallah? It is a nice
thing to say, but people and people are a pair not people and a city.

We find another Kallah. We find that Shabbos is considered a Kallah to Klal Yisrael. Shabbos
Kodesh is considered a Kallah. How is Shabbos a Kallah to Klal Yisrael? So there, we do find in
Chazal that Shabbos complained that every day of the week has a pair, has a second day which is
its mate so to speak and me Shabbos is the odd man out as | am number seven and | have no
match. HKB”H said Klal Yisrael is going to be your Zivug, is going to be your match. What
does that mean that the days of the week are a Zivug or a match, a bride or groom to each other?

Let me explain what it really means. I have seen this explanation in the name of the GR”A. The
six days of the week are mates. He says what are the pairs of days, it is not Sunday and Monday
as a pair, Tuesday and Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. No. He says it goes as follows. Sunday
Hashem separated the heaven from the earth. On Monday HKB”H separated the water, the
Mayim Tachtonim and the Mayim Elyonim and created the oceans and the seas and the rivers.
On the third day HKB”’H created the vegetation, the trees, everything that grows.

Now those three days each created a certain potential. There is a heaven, there is an earth. So
what if there is a heaven and there is an earth? What does that do? On Wednesday, the fourth
day, Hashem created the Zivug for Sunday. So that Sunday Hashem created the heavens which is
a certain potential and on Wednesday Hashem created the heavenly body, the sun, the moon, the
stars, all of which serve as a purpose for mankind, for human beings. On the second day Hashem
created the ocean. There is a lot of potential in the body of ocean. The Zug for day 2 is day 5, on
the 5™ day Hashem created the fish, all the creatures that live in the water, and the birds which
we understand are created from a combination of Aretz and Mayim. Which the Baalei
Machshava explain that on the third day Hashem created the habitable land, the vegetation, the
trees and the Zug to that is the 6™ day. So that, the first goes with the fourth, the second day with
the fifth, the third day with the sixth. Human beings and animals were created on the sixth day
who benefit from the vegetation and the growth of that which is created on the third day. So each
of the first three days is potential and it has a Zivug, it has a match.

Now the words of Chazal make a lot of sense. When Chazal tell us that Shabbos complained |
have no Zivug, what does Shabbos need a Shidduch, why does Shabbos need Shidduchim? This
is because Shabbos is Malei potential, it is full of potential. So Shabbos said who is going to



make use of my potential? So Hashem said your Kallah is the Jewish people. The Jewish people
are going to make the most of Shabbos. That is the Zivug. Not every Jew makes use of that
potential. Not every husband and wife have the awareness to take the potential they give each
other and make it positive. But intelligent people do. And so too, thinking people take the
Shabbos Kodesh not as a day of Cholent and sleeping, and reading the newspaper over and over.
They take it as a day of Kedusha, a day to go to the Beis Medrash, a day to Daven a Geshmake
Davening, a day to spend time with friends and people who need the friendship of a Shabbos
Kodesh.

The same thing is true about Yerushalayim. Eretz Yisrael is Malei potential. It has a closeness to
heaven. It has a sense of Kedusha. Somebody comes here and wants, the Davening is a different
Davening, the learning is a different kind of learning. The walking in the streets, a person who
walks the streets of Yerushalayim and takes a moment to look around to see and appreciate
where he is walking, it brings him closer to Shamayim, it brings him closer to heaven. Eretz
Yisrael is in space what Shabbos is in time.

Eretz Yisrael is the place where a person can be connected to Shamayim. It is our challenge. Just
like Shabbos is the day to connect to HKB”H, we spend more time in Shul, we spend more time
learning, we spend more time doing Mitzvos. So too, visiting or living in Eretz Yisrael is in
space what Shabbos is in time. It is the potential. It is the ability to come here and to connect to
the Ribbono Shel Olam, to feel the Kedusha, to walk in the streets and look at the Lichtige faces
of Yidden in Eretz Yisrael. Millions of Yidden Boruch Hashem in Eretz Yisrael. All types of
Yidden in Eretz Yisrael. They are certainly tremendous Mevakshei Hashem in the
neighborhoods where | am Zoche to stay. Tremendous Mevakshei Hashem. You come here, you
have to make use of it.

Does everyone use the Shabbos? No! Some people are going to come to the day of judgement
and Hashem will say okay you were working all week. What happened to Shabbos? You are not
going to know what to say. G-d is going to say all week you spent 7 — 10 hours traveling and
working. You were off that amount of time on Shabbos. Why didn’t you use those hours for me?
The person’s mouth will hang open and so sadly he won’t know what to say. What did he do
with his Shabbos? How can he explain what he did with his Shabbos?

Hashem will put him in a Gehinnom. The Gehinnom will be that he will be in a place that is full
of Ruchnios and he will have to sit at the table and read the same Yated over and over and over.
Like a fool. His Neshama is going to cry. Rachmana Litz’lon. That is what you want to be? That
is what you use Shabbos for?

The same thing is true about Yerushalayim. You come to Eretz Yisrael and that is what you use
Yerushalayim for? You are coming to Yerushalayim to go boating, to go jeeping, to go funning
and eating? That is what you use Yerushalayim for? Yerushalayim is a place of great Kedusha.
Admire Eretz Yisrael. Admire the army of G-d fearing Jews that are here. What a beautiful thing.

When the state was established in ’48, people complained to Ben Gurion that he is giving control
to the Orthodox over certain things in the country. Ben Gurion famously wrote to them three
words. Chakei Od Dor. Wait one more generation. He was sure that one generation later



Rachmana Litz’lon that the Chareidim would be gone, they would all be part of the society of
this country. Look what happened. Baruch Hashem we have grown, we spread, we flourished,
we have Yeshivos. You go out and you see armies of people. Chakei Od Dor. Now the same
people are saying Chakei Od Dor, wait one more generation and the Frum are going to be the
majority of Eretz Yisrael. They are so scared that in their mind such a thing could happen.
Chakei Od Dor. We have to go see it and appreciate it. We have to befriend those here who are
not Yir’ai Hashem, who are not fortunate enough that they had the training to be Yir’ai Hashem
or the Yeitzer Hora not to be. We have to see the beauty of the land that we are in.

So the Navi calls out to you, the Navi Malachi was 2,400 years ago. He calls out to you and he
says to you (7x7n ,02°0v1). You will see with your own eyes. ( 91232 2v7 ,717 273 1 KR DRX)
o%1°). Look at the Gadlus Hashem and feel (1372 2nx 220X *n2ax).

| have to tell you that Eretz Yisrael is more beautiful than ever. Yerushalayim is more beautiful
than ever. Taking Seforim and learning here, besides the regular Limudim, learning other
Limudim here, everything is just so Geshmak.

And so, prepare for that day. You will come to Eretz Yisrael, someday you will come by Yemos
Hamashiach. You don’t want them to park you in jeeps. Moshiach will come and will say, go
where you went. Why are you going in a jeep, Moshiach is here? Moshe Rabbeinu will be giving
Shiur. No, you have to go in a jeep. Go into a Beis Medrash. Join me and have an absolutely
wonderful Shabbos Kodesh, just like we prepare for our spouse the Heilige Shabbos, we should
prepare for our spouse the Heilige Eretz Yisrael, all of us together B’karov. A Gutten Shabbos!

Rabbi Reisman — Parshas Eikev 5782
1 - Topic — A thought on the middle of the Parsha.

As | speak to you from Artzeinu Hakedosha, from the only place to be Yerushalayim Ir
Hakodesh. | just came back from the Kevura and the Nichum Aveilim for Rebbetzin Scheiner,
the wife of Rav Reuvein Scheiner. As a matter of fact, I ran from the Nichum Aveilim to be able
to give this Shiur. But | want to tell you she had a tremendous Ahavas Eretz Yisrael. Her
husband couldn’t afford to take them to Eretz Yisrael all the time, therefore, he started a camp
here in Eretz Yisrael. Those of you who remember, they used to come every summer. After a
while you get too old for a camp so that is why HKB”H gave his son a few dollars that he should
be able to have them come here whenever they want. So that is the key to Hatzlacha. Ahavas
Eretz Yisrael. Ahavas Hatorah has to go with it. A tremendous Ahava for Eretz Yisrael. People
who have the right Ahava when they come here, it says that the land is Pose’ach Es Otz’roseha,
it opens its Otzer.

The Pnei Yehoshua on Daf Kuf Yud Aleph in the Sugya in Kesubos about Eretz Yisrael says that
Eretz Yisrael doesn’t help everybody. It depends why you are coming. If you are coming for
Kedushas Eretz Yisrael, then that is why you have to come.



Let’s talk a little about Parshas Eikev. Between Shlishi and Revii we have the 40 days that
Moshe Rabbeinu was Mispaleil after the Eigel. We are taught that for 40 days Moshe went up to
Har Sinai and received the first Luchos, came down and broke them. For 40 days he went back
up and Davened to HKB”H for Kapparah. Then the third 40 days (which is 120 days altogether),
he went back up and was Mekabeil the Luchos Shenios. This is the general understanding of
what took place. There is a problem with the numbers, calculating all of the numbers of the days.
It doesn’t really work out precisely. Moshe Rabbeinu had to be down for at least one day to
break the Luchos. It is a problem with the calculation, but anyway this is the way Rashi and the
Ramban learn. Moshe Rabbeinu is at Har Sinai for three cycles of 40 days.

The Vilna Gaon disagrees. The GR”A doesn’t just argue with Rishonim he bases it on a Pirkei
D’rabbi Eliezer and the Pirkei D’rabbi Eliezer says no, the middle 40 days Moshe Rabbeinu went
up to Har Sinai? Moshe Rabbeinu was down among Klal Yisrael and he was getting Klal Yisrael
to do a proper Teshuva. He went to different Shevatim and he went to get them to do the proper
Teshuva for what they had done. If you want to see the Shittas HaGR”A learn the Hameik
Davar, the Netziv goes with the GR”A’s Shittah and explains the Machlokes in this week’s
Parsha, and more elaborately back in Parshas Ki Sisa.

So that we have two opinions about the middle 40 days. Rashi and the Ramban says that the
middle 40 days were up on Har Sinai and the Gaon says that the Pirkei D’rabbi Eliezer is
Masham not that way, he says that Farkert that Moshe Rabbeinu was among the people. The
Pesukim fit better that way, the calculation fits better that way and that is why the GR”A
embraces this Shittah. The question is of course that it says that Moshe Rabbeinu Davened for

......

days that | Davened.

Let me tell you the Netziv’s Teretz. It is a big Yesod. The Netziv asks another Kasha. We
learned in this week’s Parsha that before you Daven you are supposed to praise HKB”H. Before
a Bakasha you are supposed to start with Shvach and Hoda’a. That is what we do in Shemoneh
Esrei. The first three Berachos are Shvach and Hoda’a. Freigt the Netziv, what about in Shemos
32:11 (awh 2o7) where Moshe Rabbeinu Davened after the Eigel and it doesn’t say that he said
praise or in this week’s Parsha we have between Shlishi and Revii where Moshe Rabbeinu had
Tefillah and he didn’t start with praise. What is going on? We learn out from one time that he did
and he Davened with praise and he said (X733 1233 91733 %) and we do that, but other times he
didn’t? Enfert the Netziv what he himself calls a big Yesod in Tanach. That the Tefillos are said
in the Shemoneh Esrei. The ideal way for a Tefilla to work is in middle of a Shemoneh Esrei.
When you Daven Shemoneh Esrei and in the Shemoneh Esrei you add (7w %01). What is ( 200
mwh)? You Daven a Shemoneh Esrei and stick in a Bakasha for Kapparah. That is the ideal
Tefilla.

If you go to Kever Rochel and you want to Daven, it is a fine thing to go to Kever Rochel and
say Tehillim. No question. However, if you want to do a Tefilla that has the best opportunity to
be Miskabeil, go to Kever Rochel and Daven Mincha there or Daven Shacharis or Maariv there.
There are Mincha Minyanim there by Mincha Gedola and you Daven Shemoneh Esrei, in your
Shemoneh Esrei you add your Bakashas. That is the best way for a Tefillah to be. This is the
Netziv’s Yesod and I would add that the Yesod doesn’t depend, Rashi and the Ramban do not



argue on the Yesod. But this Netziv comes out of the Shittas HaGR”A. it is an interesting to
follow in this week’s Parsha where the Netziv himself refers you back to Parshas Ki Sisa and it is
fascinating. The two Shittos about Moshe Rabbeinu where he was those 40 days.

2 — Topic — A Thought on (2172 77328 WK 7I8)

Earlier in the Parsha it describes Eretz Yisrael as is found in 8:9 (2172 7328 W% vx). A land
whose stones are iron. Chazal in Maseches Taanis 4a (7 lines from the top) Darshun ( n"'n %2
n''n K B2 e wRw). Especially in Eretz Yisrael. In Eretz Yisrael (7772 7°328). Meaning the
Talmidei Chachamim are (7172), they are tough. In Eretz Yisrael they are tough. In America we
are weak. People ask a Shaila and we tell them most Poskim Assur, but is there someone to rely
on? Maybe, could be.

| remember that someone once came to me on Shabbos, and asked me a Shaila. | pulled out a
Mishna Brura and looked and it said Yeish L’hakeil Bish’as Had’chak. He said Boruch Hashem.
What do you mean Boruch Hashem? Yeish L hakeil Bish’as Had’chak? In Eretz Yisrael when it
says Yeish L’hakeil Bish’as Had’chak they are not Maikil. (2772 3°328 2R 78). They are tough.

In the Taima Dik’ra (page 210 on 8:9) Rav Chaim Kanievsky brings a question that he asked that
his father answered. He asked a question. It says that in Eretz Yisrael that the Talmidei
Chachamim are (9172 728 WX y7X), there are other Gemaras that indicate that Talmidei
Chachamim in Eretz Yisrael are gentle. Like in Maseches Sanhedrin 24a (25 lines from the top)
(7729772 1% ;77 maw v"Naw n''nWex). They are more gentle in Eretz Yisrael. Or in Nedarim 22a
(bottom line) (r31 2% aw 9> '» yn1). Hashem will give you a heart that is quick to anger ( %222
2°n2). That is not Eretz Yisrael?

So he asked his father which way is it? His father answered that Talmidei Chachamim of Eretz
Yisrael are tough, they are strong, they are powerful in their keeping of Torah, but anger that is a
different story. You ever saw how an Israeli puts his thumb and his first two fingers together and
shakes it at you. So in America that is very offensive. In Eretz Yisrael it is tough but not
offensive, he doesn’t mean anything personally. He is not angry at you. He is asking you to wait
a minute but in a tough way. That is a Mashul. It is a Mashul of how it is here in Eretz Yisrael.

In Maseches Chagigah the Masechta begins (7822 3°2»1%2577). Everyone is Chayuv to go up to
the Beis Hamikdash for the Sholosh Regalim. There are two Peshatim, Rashi says ( 1°2n %2m
79°8"2) means everyone is required to be seen. The first Tosafos in Chagigah argues and he says
you need to bring a Korban, you don’t come to the Beis Hamikdash empty handed. There are
two ways to come to be Oleh Regel, to be seen and to come with a Korban.

The same thing in the Mishna in the beginning of Peah ( 0°71327) X837 .WW 077 PRY 02727 198
7°8771). What is (70&771)? That is Ri’iya, to be seen in the Beis Hamikdash. What does it mean?
On Daf Zayin in Chagigah there is a Machlokes, does it mean Ri’iyas Panim, you should be
seen. (MWW og? PRY) you can come once or you can come many times. Or does it mean the
Korban, there is no Shiur to the price of the Korban Min Hatorah. So what we learn here is that
there are two ways to be seen in the Beis Hamikdash. Ri’iyas Panim and Ri’iya with a Korban.



This comes to mind because there are two types of Ri’iyas Panim here in Eretz Yisrael as well.
There are people who come here and they bring a Korban, they are being Makriv. Either they
sacrifice to come or today when people don’t sacrifice to come, but they come with an offering
to the Ribbono Shel Olam. They are going to work on something, they are going to try to be
Mitzuyanim while they are in Eretz Yisrael they are going to try to not miss Kavana in
Shemoneh Esrei. While they are here they are going to try to be Mehadeir in the Mitzvos that
they do. They come with a Korban.

Other people are Ri’iyas Panim they come and they are seen. I don’t mean in centuries when it
was difficult to travel to Eretz Yisrael. People traveled on rickety boats and people traveled
across desert land. Believe me they thought about that it is a Korban, it is a Hak’rava, it is a
sacrifice. They weren’t going to Eretz Yisrael just to relax, they were going to Eretz Yisrael to
have Aliyah, to be raised. Today Boruch Hashem we go easily, but we need to come the right
way. To come and offer up a sacrifice. To offer up something to the Ribbono Shel Olam. Some
Hanhaga in learning, some Hanhaga in Davening.

I am now in the new Ohr Sameach Beis Medrash. The Beis Medrash was dug down into the
stone of Yerushalayim. A beautiful Beis Medrash. There is no cell phone reception down there.
Wonderful! What a Korban to bring. The whole day no reason to keep it on, it is just searching
for service and losing its power. Wonderful! When you come to Eretz Yisrael you have to come
and be willing to offer some type of sacrifice.

When you go to Eretz Yisrael they inspect your pockets, they inspect your hand luggage. When
Moshiach will come they will inspect your hand luggage. What are you carrying? You are going
to get on the plane with a hand luggage with some type of a kindle or a cartoon to watch, or a
secular book to read? They are going to send you home. If you get on with Seforim in your hand
or in your hand luggage or with things that are meaningful in your hand luggage, maybe with a
recording of a beautiful Navi Shiur that talks about Eretz Yisrael and an earphone to listen to it.
They will let you on. You think that they will let you on if you have the wrong things in your
handbag? Of course not!

Soon it is going to be Sukkos and there is a Ribbono Shel Olam that is printed in the Machzorim.
When you go into the Sukkah it says Biz’chus Tzaisi Mi’baisi Achutza, in the Zechus that [ went
out of my house and | came into the Sukkah I should be Zoche to whatever it says there.

It is important to understand that it doesn’t just say because I went into the Sukkah, it says
Biz’chus Tzaisi Mi’baisi Achutza. In the Zechus that I leave my house behind. I left certain
things behind and | am going into the Sukkah, that is a Zechus. You take all of your Narishkeitin
from your house and you move that into the Sukkah, all of the silliness that you take, all of the
Kepaidos that you have, you take that with you, that is not the Zechus.

The same thing, when you come to Eretz Yisrael, the Zechus is Biz’chus Tzaisi Mi’baisi
Achutza, it is the Zechus that you leave the garbage behind. Leave it behind, you can do without
it for a couple of days, a couple of weeks. You will see that you will have Aliya. It has to be ( %
2172 7°328 WR). It doesn’t mean that you are a Kai’sin, it means that you are tough, you want to
do things the right way, that is what you want. Offer up when you come to Eretz Yisrael, that is



what you are Makriv to the Ribbono Shel Olam. All of the Tzaisi Mi’baisi Achutza, you get rid
of it Azoi Vi Darf Zein.

3 — Topic — A Shaila that comes up for a Levi in Eretz Yisrael regarding Birchas Kohanim

Before | sign off I want to tell you a struggle, I might have mentioned it last summer or a
previous summer. Here we Duchan, it is beautiful, it is wonderful. We have Birchas Kohanim
here every day by Shacharis. It always strikes me, | am in Eretz Yisrael and | need Birchas
Kohanim every day. You are in Chutz L’aretz, you need Birchas Kohanim every day. But
anyway, Boruch Hashem part of the Beracha is that there is Birchas Kohanim.

| am a Levi which | may have mentioned once in a while. In order to wash the hands of the
Kohanim | have to leave the Beis Medrash and go to the sinks. When I do it on Yom Tov, I do it.
Here if I go out to wash the Kohanim’s hands I miss a few of the Amens of Chazaras Hashatz. Is
it really worth it for me to go out and wash the Kohanim’s hands and miss the Amens?

In Chutz L’aretz it is Yom Tov and there is a long middle Beracha so you don’t miss any Amens.
Here | am really not sure what to do? If there are other Leviim, so they need one more Levi to
wash the Kohanim’s hands? I am not sure so I will leave that as a question. Maybe it is an
appropriate question for this week’s Parsha where we learn in 8:1 (o¥*3 73¥» *2I% WX ,1¥»3-72)
and Rashi says (X 7ma mxna nonnn aR). If you are in middle of one Mitzvah don’t leave it and
go do another one.

At any rate, | am blessed to be here in the holy land Boruch Hashem. For better or worse, next
Thursday evening which is Thursday afternoon in NY, | will be going to the airport and going
back to Chutz L’aretz and hoping to take a little bit or as much as I can of Eretz Yisrael with me.
But I will not be able to make this call at this time. If you want, take this time and go to Ohr
Sameach’s website as on Wednesday night I do plan B’ezras Hashem to speak to the Bochurim
here in Ohr Sameach. There should be a Shiur posted, a Shiur 24 hours before | am leaving Eretz
Yisrael. It is very hard. At any rate, wishing everybody a wonderful Shabbos. If you hurry up
you can still make it to Eretz Yisrael for this Shabbos. If you do, hurry to the airport and find an
empty seat, come to Vasikin Shabbos morning and you can join me and some of the Talmidim
here from Ohr Sameach and so many young men who grew up in our Shul and are Davening
Vasikin at the Kosel and having the Seudas Shabbos at 8 AM. Would love to see you there. But
you got to go right away to the airport because you have to get on a flight early enough to make
it here before Shabbos. A Gutten Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5780

1 - Topic — A thought about Eretz Yisrael

As we prepare for Shabbos Parsha Eikev. For the first time since | believe in 1994 | am going
through Chodesh Av without being in Eretz Yisrael. We hope all to get there soon if not Al

Kanfei Nesharim we should do it when we still have the Bechira to choose to do that which we
are supposed to be doing. So let me begin with a thought regarding Eretz Yisrael and then a



thought on the Parsha. All the Parshios in Devarim, every Parsha you have seen them. Moshe
Rabbeinu’s longing for Eretz Yisrael. It constantly talks about the Mitzvah of Yishuv Eretz
Yisrael and the idea of Klal Yisrael entering Eretz Yisrael.

There is a Yalkut in Parshas Pinchos. The Yalkut says that when HKB”H took the Yidden out of
Mitzrayim, B’chol Chodesh V’chodesh B’kayitz Bikesh HKB”H Li’tein L’yisrael Moed. In
every one of the summer months HKB”’H planned Kavayochel to give Klal Yisrael a Yom Tov.
So when they went out of Mitzrayim in Nissan they got Pesach, lyar they got Pesach Sheini
which Chazal call Pesach Kotton. In Sivan they got Mattan Torah — Shevuos. Kivan She’chatu
B’eigel, HKB”H said that’s it and for Tammuz and Av there are no Yomim Tovim. It came Elul
and they came to Kapparah and Elul there is also no Yom Tov. So it came Li’dai Kappara on
Yom Kippur, when it came Elul and Tishrei and HKB”H planned to be Mechapeir Klal Yisrael,
Moshe Rabbeinu came down on Yom Kippur. So HKB”H said Chayecha She’ani Porei’a Lecha
Es Kulam. | am going to pay you back all of the Yomim Tovim that we missed. So in Tishrei we
have 4 Yomim Tovim. Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres which are
K’negged the 4 Yomim Tovim where Tammuz, Av, Elul and Tishrei itself which were the
Chodshei Hakayitz that deserve to have Yomim Tovim. That is what it says in the Medrash.

When someone takes a look at the Medrash it comes out that Rosh Hashana was supposed to be
in the month of Tammuz, Yom Kippur was supposed to be in the month of Av, Sukkos in the
month of Elul and Shemini Atzeres in the month of Tishrei. Halo Davar Hu! It seems like a
Davar Pele at first glance. What do you mean that Rosh Hashana was supposed to be in the
month of Tammuz? Rosh Hashana is Yom Techilas Ma’asecha, Hashem created man in Tishrei.
B’tishrei Nivra Ha’olam? That is why we have Rosh Hashana then! According to the Man
D’omar that B’nissan Nivra Ha’olam it says that Tishrei is Ola B’machshava. Rosh Hashana is
not Tammuz. So what is going on, Rosh Hashana is in Tammuz?

I would like to share with you an insight which comes from the Panim Yafos which is the Baal
Hafla’a the Rebbi of the Chasam Sofer and the way | understand what he is saying he is saying
the following. Rosh Hashana in Tishrei is not the day that Hashem started to create the world.
Hashem began creating the world on Chaf Hei Elul. But the time of beginning, the time when
Adam was created that is the day of Rosh Hashana. However, Rosh Hashana was the day of
Lei’da in Gan Eden. Adam in a certain state of being. The Lei’da of Adam in our Olam Hazeh, in
our day, was supposed to be the day that Moshe Rabbeinu came down with the Aseres Hadibros.

In other words, the original Lei’da was a Lei’da of Adam B’gan Eden, a situation of Adam in
Gan Eden and when Adam was not Zoche to it so the Torah is given and Adam gets reborn so to
speak by Mattan Torah when Moshe Rabbeinu came down on Shiva Asar B’tammuz and Shiva
Asar B’tammuz that is Rosh Hashana. It is Yom Techilas Ma’asecha. The beginning of the
Lei’da of Adam. That was supposed to be on Rosh Hashana. They were Mekalkeil B’mai’sim
and it got pushed to Rosh Chodesh Tishrei. Okay!

What about Yom Kippur in Chodesh Av? What does Yom Kippur have to do with the month of
Av? He says Vai’ter. Moshe Rabbeinu was going to come down with the Luchos on Shiva Asar
B’tammuz. The Posuk says Achad Asar Yom Mai’choreiv. 11 days from Eretz Yisrael, that
Eretz Yisrael was 11 days from Har Sinai. Had they started traveling on the 18" of Tammuz for
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11 days, says the Hafla’a they would have entered Eretz Yisrael on Rosh Chodesh Av. They
would have entered Eretz Yisrael on Rosh Chodesh Av. As it says in Devarim 32:43 ( inn7X 193]
iny) V’chipeir Admaso Amo. Being in Eretz Yisrael is itself a Kappara. Madach Meisim that get
buried in Eretz Yisrael have a level of Kappara. This is the reason why people get buried in Eretz
Yisrael because of V’chipeir Admaso Amo, certainly Chayim, living people who come to Eretz
Yisrael have V’chipeir Admaso Amo. They have such a level of Kapparah.

So Yom Hakipurim had they not sinned and Shiva Asar B’tammuz been the equivalent of Rosh
Hashana, the Yom of Kapparah from that Rosh Hashana, from that sequence of days, that would
have been Rosh Chodesh Av. Rosh Chodesh Av is the Yom Hakipurim of the day Klal Yisrael
would enter Eretz Yisrael and be Zoche to V’chipeir Admaso Amo.

Kol Ha’dor B’eretz Yisrael K’ilu Dar B’lo Cheit. It is not carte blanch, you can’t do whatever
you want in Eretz Yisrael. But the Etzem Matziv of being in Eretz Yisrael is a Matziv of Yisrael
B’lo Cheit, and therefore, Rosh Chodesh Av he says would have been the Yom Hakipurim. It has
within it that element of being Yom Hakipurim, the V’chipeir Admaso Amo.

Being in Eretz Yisrael, someone who connects to Eretz Yisrael, that brings a level of Kappara.
How does it bring Kappara, it is not a free Kappara. Yom Kippur is not B’etzem a free Kappara.
It is free to someone who understands what Yom Kippur is. Being in Eretz Yisrael is not a free
Kappara. It is a Kappara for someone who understands what Eretz Yisrael is. Somebody who has
no Shaychus, then what is Eretz Yisrael going to do for him? But for Klal Yisrael the ones who
understand what Eretz Yisrael is, it brings them a Kappara. Somebody who goes to Eretz Yisrael
for the Aliyah, for the connection, has a level of Kappara.

How is it going to be for those of us who go every year to come to Yom Hadin on Yom Kippur,
on the 10" day of Tishrei, we come with the Zechus of walking Daled Amos in Eretz Yisrael.
We come to Yom Hakipurim with that Zechus that took place in the previous year. We come to
Yom Hakipurim with the Zechus of standing at standing at the Kosel and Davening Vasikin. We
come to Yom Hakipurim with the Zechus that we learned Toras Eretz Yisrael, that we sat and
learned in the Bais Medrash in Eretz Yisrael. These are Zechusim of the year with which we
have to come to the Ribbono Shel Olam to Yom Kippur. V’chipeir Admaso Amo. How am I
going to go to a Yom Hadin?

What kind of an excuse is it that the time is in the summer and for two weeks Zeh Hu, that is the
whole connection to Eretz Yisrael when it is convenient, the connection to Eretz Yisrael is when
it is inexpensive, the whole connection is when it fits everything else. That is the Avoda of a
Yid? When we come to Rosh Hashana and Yom Hakkipurim this year we have to know that the
real Yom Hakipurim is V’chipeir Admaso Amo. There is Yom Hakipurim in Zman and that is
the 10" of Tishrei and there is a Yom Hakipurim in Makom and that is Eretz Yisrael. The
V’chipeir Admaso Amo is missing. To the degree that we are Margish, that we feel it is missing,
maybe HKB”H will give us that someone who is Ola B’machshava to do a Davar Tov, he is
Ne’enas V’lo Asa there is a certain level of K’ilu Asa.

My point is this point that we should understand, we should have a Havana, that going to Eretz
Yisrael, being in Eretz Yisrael, when you are Zoche to stand there. You go for a week, you go
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for a month, you go for a year, when you walk there you have to walk there with the idea that it
is @ Yom Hakkipurim, it is a Yom Kippurim in Makom for the V’chipeir Admaso Amo in
Makom. Hopefully we will have that look, the way to look at Eretz Yisrael, to appreciate Eretz
Yisrael. It should never be cut off from us again, Rachmana Litzlon like it is cut off.

Imagine, hundreds, thousands of Yidden who normally go to Eretz Yisrael and have a certain
level of Kappara for the coming Yom Kippur is missing it. They are not going to have it. Those
who are in Eretz Yisrael, those who spend time in Eretz Yisrael during the year. We are missing
a major level of V’chipeir Admaso Amo by not being there.

2 — Topic — A thought on the Parsha

In Parshas Eikev Moshe Rabbeinu describes the Luchos Rishonos and the Luchos Shenios, he
describes them both. Rav Moshe in the Kol Rom makes an incredible Diyuk in our Parsha. In
Perek Tes, Posuk Tes Vav and again in Yud Zayin, Moshe Rabbeinu stresses that the Luchos
Rishonos he held in two hands. However, when Moshe Rabbeinu talks about the Luchos
Sheniyos he says that he held it in one hand. 10:3 (>7°2 nfi?3 *3¢). In other words, for the Luchos
Rishonos it says 9:15 (°72 *a¥ %y ,n"2a1 nm> *3w). In Posuk Yud Zayin he stresses ( 2¥n ,037WR)
*7 °av). He mentions specifically that he had it in two hands. When it comes to the Luchos
Hasheniyos it says (>722 niipa *3¢). In my one hand | had Shtei Luchos. It is a Davar Pele. The
first two Luchos he held in two hands, the second Luchos he held in one hand and he mentions it.
If it was not important he wouldn’t have mentioned it. Did he get stronger from the first Luchos
to the second? It can’t be because like Chazal say that it was a Neis that he was able to carry it.
So why is the first Luchos in two hands and the second Luchos in one hand?

Rav Moshe is Masbir, that there is a fundamental difference between Luchos Rishonos and the
Luchos Sheniyos. Many explain, Rav Gedalya Shorr explains with a tremendous Arichus on the
difference between the two Luchos.

Rav Moshe is Masbir that the Luchos Rishonos would have been a constant. It is something that
a person would have with him all of the time. Torah, Havanas Hatorah, Limud Hatorah, it would
have been a 24/7 idea. Similar to a Melech who walks around with a Sefer Torah on him all the
time, so too Moshe Rabbeinu would have walked around with the Shtei Luchos all of the time. In
the Darash Moshe this Nekuda is mentioned from Rav Moshe. That he would have walked
around with the Luchos all of the time. Bish’tei Yadaim is a Remez to everything that everything
you do in this world. Everything you do, you go to work, you deal with your family, you
socialize, you relax. Wherever you go it is with Divrei Torah.

After the Luchos Rishonos were broken, and the Madreiga the level of Klal Yisrael went down,
so of course Shemiras Hamitzvos is constant, but the idea of Limud Hatorah all the time, of
always thinking in learning became something for the B’nei Aliya, it became something that not
everybody is expected to do. The second Luchos were Shnei Luchos B’yadi. There is a time
when you sit down with the Luchos, that you sit down to learn and there is a time when you are
busy with other things. For a Frum Yid it is a Madreiga to always be thinking in learning. But it
is not the expectation of the average Yid to always be thinking in learning.
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I would add that Rav Moshe’s Diyuk fits beautifully in Parshas Ki Sisa in Perek Lamed Bais
where it says in Posuk Yud Tes (772 72w»1). Moshe Rabbeinu threw the Luchos down (172n) from
his hand. The Ksiv in Miyado, the Kri is Miyadav. In other words, it is Merameiz that he threw
them down from his two hands, remained with one hand. What remained was the Luchos of one
hand. This is Rav Moshe’s Yesod.

With this he answers, Rashi says in this week’s Parsha in 10:1 that when Moshe Rabbeinu went
up to get the Luchos he said to Hashem (2ink 35°77). | am going to bring them down, however,
where am I going to put them? HKB”H said make yourself an Aron. Which at least according to
Rashi was not the Aron that was constructed by Betzalel. Make yourself a box.

Why by the first Luchos didn’t he ask the same question of where am | going to put them? The
answer is that the first ones he was going to carry them and by the second ones he said ( 12°71
01nX) where am | going to put them. A beautiful Diyuk in the Pesukim. What is the Limud says
Rav Moshe?

The Limud is that ideally Torah should be a constant thing on your mind. With the Yerida it is
sometimes, it is when you learn. But Zagt Rav Moshe, at least when you are learning your mind
should be constantly on Torah. It shouldn’t be that your work becomes the Bish’tei Yadaim. It is
supposed to be that when you work you are thinking about learning. At least it should be that
when you are learning you are not thinking about working. The Limud is that at least at that time
you should have the Luchos in your hand, you should have the Sefer Torah in your hand. It is an
Avoda, it is a challenge. The Yeitzer Hora pulls us away and we remember the things that we
have to do when we sit down to learn. This is Rav Moshe’s Diyuk about the Shtei Yadaim and
the B’chad Yad and the difference between the two.

And so a thought about the fact that we are locked out of Eretz Yisrael which is something that
should be on our minds. We are not missing a Vacation in Eretz Yisrael. If you are only going
for a vacation to Eretz Yisrael then you are missing every year the Mai’la of V’chipeir Admaso
Amo. But the idea that missing Eretz Yisrael is a lasting Chisaron. It is something that you are
really missing. That idea is something that should be on our minds at all times.

And of course this beautiful message of Bish’tei Yadaim. You see how a Gadol learns Pesukim
and is Medayeik with two hands or with one hand. When we read the Pesukim we read through
them. This is how a Gadol B’yisrael reads it. Let us all be Zoche, HKB”H should give us the
opportunity to be in Eretz Yisrael Al Kanfei Nesharim soon, but hopefully until then we should
have the Seichel to understand that Eretz Yisrael is the place where our Neshama connects.
When we go to Eretz Yisrael we should be Zoche that when we go we should feel that
connection. It should be meaningful, it should be real.

May HKB”H give us the Zechus to pass the challenges we have now and IY”H to have a Leiv

Pasuach to learn Torah, to do Mitzvos, to be in the holiest of Mekomos in the holiest of times.
B’ezras Hashem to connect to it, all of us B’karov. A Gutten Shabbos to one and all!
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Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5779
1 - A thought about Eretz Yisrael and Yerushalayim.

| am speaking to you from Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh, from our home. The most beautiful city in
the world. (yxia 22 wwn 7 n9). Chazal call it the beautiful city. The Gemara says that the word
(7m) was also used for a Kallah. Our Kallah, Yerushalayim (yxa 92 wiwn) absolutely beautiful.

| was learning Divrei Hayamim here in Yerushalayim, and | came upon a GRA in Divrei
Hayamim. | believe that it is the first GRA in Perek Chaf Ches. The GRA says the following. He
says that whenever it says the word Vayakam, and he got up. The Posuk there says (717 op2).
When it says (op?) it doesn't mean that he stood up from a sitting position to a standing position.
The word for that in Hebrew is Va'ya'amod.

(ap2) is when a person raises himself in expectations, in thought, in awakening. When a person
raises himself from a lower level to a higher level as it says Beraishis 23:17 (yin9y n7ty op) the
fields of Efron stood up. Rashi says that it went from being under the ownership of Efron to
being owned by Avraham Avinu. (op») it moved up. It raised itself. (opn) is a sense of a spiritual
elevation, of a mindset elevation. That is (op2) throughout Tanach. There are numerous places
where this can be applied.

One example is one that is found in the Sefer Haksav V'hakabala by Yibum where it says that the
M'yabeim is (»>nX nnn op), he gets up in the place of his brother. (op) what does it mean that he
stands up?

No. He raises himself to doing something for the honor of his brother. The Gemara says that if he
marries the Yevama for himself (because she is beautiful, wealthy or he wants to start a family),
it is no good. The (op) he has to elevate himself. He has to be on a higher level when this takes
place.

Zagt the GRA, with this | can answer a Kasha of the Magen Avraham in Shulchan Aruch. How
so? In Siman Aleph, S'if Aleph of Shulchan Aruch, the Rama says that in the morning Yakam
Biz'rizus, a person should get up in the morning Biz'rizus, quickly. The Magen Avraham asks
that the Gemara says in Gittin that it is not healthy to jump right out of bed. A person when he
wakes up should give his body a moment to gather composure to get out of bed. The Magen
Avraham is bothered by that language that he should get up Biz'rizus.

Says the GRA it is not a Kasha. Yakam doesn't mean to physically get up, it means that he has to
go from a state of sleeping to a state of awareness. (op:1) he has to raise himself when he wakes
up. Throw off the lethargy of his sleep, but be awake. Kam is to get up, to really get up.

Devarim 17:8 (oipna-o8--no1 mnR)). When you come to Yerushalayim the Torah says ( anp)
n°9y)), stand up and go up. What does it mean stand up and go up? You can't go up sitting! Stand
up (anpR1). When you come to Yerushalayim, (anp)) you have to raise yourself, you have to raise
your expectations. You have to raise your thoughts, you have to raise your feelings. It takes
effort. It doesn't happen by itself. (051 anp)).
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As the plane was landing and | had the Zechus to land here in Eretz Yisrael, | got the chills. 1 felt
it. 1 felt that I am here. 20 minutes later as | was rushing off the plane and through the airport to
get my luggage, | didn't feel it anymore. | was too busy with all of the mundane things that were
going on. You have to stop (n°¥) n»2)) and pay attention and then you can raise yourself (--n>oy)
nipna-78) and come to this very holy place. What a Zechus to be in a place like this.

There are two young men who traveled with me, Mesivta Bochurim. Wonderful young men.
Through the good efforts of my dear friend Michoel Rosen of Chicago who has access to Rav
Chaim Kanievsky, | was able to arrange for them to have a visit and he took a picture. He told
them smile when they were standing with Rav Chaim. The boys told me that it was hard to smile.
The awe, the intensity of the room, it was hard to smile.

Wow! I know people who go to Rav Chaim and have no problem smiling. You have to stop and
feel the awe, feel the intensity, and then you feel the Kedusha of where you are. That is true
about Rav Chaim and it is certainly true about Yerushalayim. You have to stop, take the time,
have the feelings, feel the awe.

In the Yom of the second day, Yom Sheini, we say (yxa 22 wwn au n9°). The Yom is about
Yerushalayim. What do we say? (Y7m° 112y 37371 0°09»3 737 °2:

O 12023 .annA 19 I8 7). Yerushalyim has the ability to give people a tremendous awe. ( 7739
oY anmx). A trembling that grips them. (7722 %°1). Convulsions like a woman giving birth.
Imagine having such feelings when you come to Yerushalyim. Such Hergeishim. Yerushalayim
is beautiful. It is what a person makes of it. Such an opportunity to come, an opportunity to look
out of the window. | am standing here looking out of the window seeing Yerushalayim and 100
years ago there were 50,000 Jews in all of Eretz Yisrael. From this window I can see homes of
more than 50,000 Yidden.

We live in incredible times of opportunity but they are lost by people who are just going jeeping,
having fun. It is Eretz Yisrael. It is a place to learn, to feel a Hiskarvus. Children can have fun.
But a Baal Madreiga has to feel a Hiskarvus.

2 - A thought on the Parsha

We have to look at this week's Parsha. | can't talk only about Eretz Yisrael. So this week's Parsha
tells us that Yerushalayim, Eretz Yisrael is a blessed land. 8:8 ( ;1327 78Dy 193,701 mwn v
Va7 7y nI-yaR). It is a blessed land. It has wonderful fruits, the produce. That is the blessing of
Yerushalayim, the fruit is good?

The Torah is telling that everything is here, you will be missing nothing. 8:9 (72 ,%5 "onn-x»). All
you need is to come here with the right attitude, with the right Hergish, with the right feeling,
with the right sense of where you are. If you are in that land, you will be missing nothing. We
will be missing nothing. We should be Zoche.

Let me tell you Al Pi Pshat why does it say (y7%) twice in the Posuk? Chazal have a Drasha. But
Pshat. Says the Ksav V'hakabalah (page 378), it is a land that has two promises. It has a promise
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of blessing. (717 maxn3 1931 ,77vy mwn). These are things that grow on their own. That is one
blessing.

(w27 1w no1-yR). It is also a land that has (w27 7w n°1). Olive oil and honey don't grow as
olive oil and honey. Olive oil and honey had to be made into olive oil and honey. They don't
naturally grow that way. It is a land of two Berachos. It has a Beracha that is just natural, it is a
Yid that is here is Gebentched. It also has a Beracha that (w271 ,72% n°1). It is a Beracha that it is a
land that you can make the blessing have greater value. Make the blessing have greater meaning.
Make it that it be something that really matters and really counts.

What a Zechus we have to be in Eretz Yisrael. We should be Zoche to keep our love for Eretz
Yisrael, our Ga'guim for Eretz Yisrael, our desire for Eretz Yisrael, to keep it all in the presence
of our mind. It doesn't come naturally when people travel to Eretz Yisrael. So many times,
Nebach. You should come. It requires effort.

May HKB"H give us all the Zechus to be here, to be here often and yet to feel a Hisorerus for the
beauty, the beautiful Kedusha of Artzeinu Hakedosha. Speaking to you from the holiest city, in
the holiest spot in the world. May HKB"H give me the Zechus to absorb.

How can someone go to sleep at night in Eretz Yisrael. How can you be unconscious when you
are in Eretz Yisrael? It is like going to sleep on Shabbos. Shabbos the holiest day you go to
sleep? It is a day to go the Bais Medrash. So Bli Neder | am heading out to the Bais Medrash.
Join me in whatever Bais Medrash you are in on Thursday night. It is all ( 22°32 "2 02°%7 3127 1wn?
mnIRo 9v). In Chutz L'aretz the Batei Medrashim are the Eretz Yisrael. The Shiva D'nechemta.
Let us try to feel the Kedusha. Feel the meaning. If you are not in Eretz Yisrael, miss it. A Gut
Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5778

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Eikev and | have the tremendous Zechus to be speaking to
you from the center of the universe, right here in Ohr Sameiach in Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh.
Tibone V'sichone Bim'haira B'yameinu. Let me share with you a thought that relates with my
being in Eretz Yisrael, a thought that came to mind, and then a couple of thoughts on the Parsha.

1 - Topic - A Thought on being in Eretz Yisrael.

We find in Chazal that they made numerous Gezairos to protect poor people from not being
embarrassed. For example, the most famous in Moed Kotton 27b (12 lines from the top) ( n1w&n2
Mop 371 DR973 127 RAW TV AT INN P31 1AW TV NN N 1P2PY WP NG DRI O
WD S92 NRXD PINR O AN WD 2 R meva wR1 ), Rav Gamliel instructed that he be
buried in shrouds of Pishton, in simple shrouds, so that poor people would not be embarrassed
when they could not bury their dead in fancier Tachrichim.

The Gemara in Moed Kotton 27a gives another example that at the Seudas Havara, the first meal
that Aveilim have, the Gemara says ( 703 2w MNP 2wy 2aR7 N°22 P21 10 WK1 1327 10
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727V W 00781 0902 PR22D D07 WPW PN 2w 01 1M I919P 127y Hw 0°I%1 *H0a 0w A1 Hun
o1y W 1720 Caon aoop ) that the wealthy used to have their first meal with gold and silver
Keilim and poor people in simple baskets. So Chazal made a Takana that only simple baskets be
used so that Lo Levai'yesh Es Mi She'ain Lo, to not embarrass poor people. This is a theme that
we find in a handful of places in Chazal.

In Mishnayos Bikkurim 3:7, we find the following. ( °» 921 ;8P ,mp% Y7 X1AW °n 93 ,A1WK12
YTV PRY N DRI YT RITW N DR PR W PNT GR0ATON WA L IR PIPD L,NPD YT IIRY).
When a farmer brought his first produce to the Bais Hamikdash, there is a Parsha that he has to
read, there is a Kriya that he has to say. So the Mishnah says that originally someone who knew
how to read Lashon Kosdesh would read it. Someone who was illiterate, someone who did not
know, Makrin Oso. The Kohanim would help him read, they would say a word and he would
repeat the word. So as not to embarrass the Amei Ha'aretz who don't know how to read they
made a Takana that anybody who brings Bikkurim Makrin Oso, they would read for you. A
beautiful Takana not to embarrass someone who doesn't know.

But the very next Mishnah 3:8, ( 1"&*2n 01w ,277 5w A3 YW MNYPa 07°12°2 DX PPR°aN DWYi
°IMI7 1INP1 122 2290 ;9P 127 Sw 001Xl 2902 1nK), relates that when the Bikkurim were
brought to the Bais Hamikdash, wealthy people brought them in silver and gold utensils and poor
people brought them in simple reed baskets. The Mishnah does not say that a Takana was made.

The Tosafos Yom Tov there asks a Kasha. The Tosafos Yom Tov says | don't understand, by a
Seudas Havara, by a meal brought to an Aveil which is not so public, a Takana was made not to
embarrass the poor people and here in bringing Bikkurim to the Bais Hamikdash which is
B'pumbi, which is a very public thing, here they did not make a Takana to protect the poor
people. Why is that so? Especially coming right after a Mishna where they made a Takana not to
embarrass a person who couldn't read. This is the Kasha of the Tosafos Yom Tov.

Coming here to Eretz Yisrael, | see a certain difference in Hashkafa, but I know that back home
someone who Chas V'shalom is poor, who can't make ends meet is very embarrassed about it. It
is a very embarrassing thing. Here in Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh, | see that someone who is an
Am Ha'aretz, someone who is ignorant, is very embarrassed about it. Now that is not to say that
back home people are happy to be Am Ha'ratzim and it is not to say that people here in
Yerushalayim are happy to be in poverty, but still the thing that is at the foremost in their mind is
different.

My point is this, when you come to the Bais Hamikdash it is embarrassing to be an Am Ha'aretz.
It is not nearly as embarrassing to be a poor person coming to the Bais Hamikdash as you are
coming to the Bais Hamikdash and some people are wealthy and some people are poor.

It is not a Kasha why in the Bais Hamikdash why they made a Takana not to embarrass someone
who can't read the Parsha, and they did not make a Takana not to embarrass somebody who has
simple baskets. Because when you come to the Bais Hamikdash the priorities are different.

It is similar to an event that happened about 10 years ago when somebody in our neighborhood
in Flatbush hit it big in the dot com boom and became a millionaire over a few months. When he
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came to Eretz Yisrael he went to Rav Chaim and told him that he is afraid of Ayin Hora, he is
afraid of neighbors who are jealous of him because he became wealthy.

Rav Chaim asked him you became wealthy, did you go back to Kollel? He said no. Are you at
least learning in the morning? He said no. He said that the truth is because of his new business
obligations he was learning less. So Rav Chaim told him you have nothing to worry about, why
would anybody be jealous of you.

When you are standing in front of Rav Chaim, poverty and wealth are not as important as
somebody who sits and learns and is a Talmid Chochom compared to someone who is an Am
Ha'aretz. Kol She'kain in the Bais Hamikdash.

Therefore, there is a reset of priorities when a person stands in the Bais Hamikdash. It is a
Hergish, a feeling with which to come to a Makom Kadosh, to Eretz Yisrael. People say what am
| supposed to feel different? Some people tell me they don't feel anything different. Well it has to
take place in you. A person who comes here and is Zoche to be here even for a brief period and
certainly someone who comes here to learn, has to absorb the resetting of priorities of Ruchnios
being the most important, not that Gashmios is not important, but that Ruchnios is the priority.
Somebody who comes here with that mindset, there is what to be Yonek from, it is a seed that
can be put into fertile ground here in Eretz Yisrael and it can grow and develop in a person.
Ashreinu Ma Tov Chelkainu.

2 - Topic - A thought on the Parsha on how Moshe Rabbeinu gave Mussar to Klal Yisrael.

Let me move on to Parshas Eikev. Let me mention to you a couple of quick Kashas and then a
thought from the Netziv. First, one Kasha that | had when | was being Mavir Sedra is that at the
beginning of Devarim Rashi says that Moshe Rabbeinu gave the Jewish people Tochacha, he
gave them Mussar. He gave them Mussar B'lashon Remez, he only hinted at the Eigel with the
words Di Zahav to hint to them don't forget the Eigel. So too with the other types of Mussar. A
beautiful way to learn on how to give Mussar.

But what do you do when you get to Parshas Eikev where you read such strong languages of
Mussar. As is found in 9:8 (7)™-n¥ ,ap9¥pI 277123), a Lashon of angering G-d. Or in 9:24 (o™ nn
220 °nvT ,ain -0y ,an»y). A very strong Lashon that is hard for us to even understand why
they deserved such a strong Lashon. A strong language of Tochacha. Why? | thought that Moshe
Rabbeinu was afraid to give them a strong language of Tochacha? The Kasha is a strong Kasha.

Two possible answers. Teretz number 1 is a technical one. They had a Mitzvah here. 9:7 (-7% ,251
D272, )N POYPI-IWR DX LnawA). They were commanded to remember what had taken
place (127%2 ,7°0%% -nNR Po¥pI- wR). The Rambam holds that it is a Mitzvah D'oraissa to
remember that which took place in the Midbar and Kavayochel the Ribbono Shel Olam was
angered by our actions.

The Netziv in the Parsha says that when we Lain the Parsha every year and we remember this

then it is a Kiyum of this Mitzvah. When you are teaching people a Mitzvah, you don't worry
about embarrassing them and making them feel bad, you tell them as it is. So once there is a
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Mitzvah, (72722 7728 7)7-NY DOYPI-WR DX LN2WA-28 ,157), You say (0)M-ny ,onn¥pd 27h7) the
whole story. That is the technical answer.

There is a second possible answer and that is when you are giving Mussar, you give Mussar
B'remez. Over here the Mitzvah of (12722 ,7798 NV-NX PAOYPI-WR DX ,A2WR-2X8 ,197) as |
explained in a previous year is to remember that even though Klal Yisrael angered Hashem we
didn't become distant from him, we were able to reconnect to him. The Mitzvah is always to
remember that even though (227722 ,7°9%% 7)-nx noxpn), we angered HKB"H, but still HKB"H
stuck with us and we made it through.

It is similar to something | saw B'sheim Rav Eliyahu Lopian. He said, (30%%1 103957 0w 10m).
There is a certain thought that you have before you do an Aveira and a certain thought after.
Before a person does an Averia he should think it would be terrible if 1 did this. But once he did
it, he has to think Sheva Yipal Tzaddik V'kum, I will pick myself up.

The Sattan mixes these things up. Before the Aveira he tells a person Sheva Yipal Tzaddik
V'kum, it is okay, you will be able to pick yourself out of it. After a person does an Aveira he
tells him, Oy you did an Aveira, you are not connected to Hashem anymore.

The same idea here. Before, when it comes to doing an Aveira, only B'derech Remez. He gave
them Mussar gently with the hope that it will influence them. But when a person is remembering
what happened after the Aveira was done, so HKB"H says look Sheva Yipal Tzaddik V'kum,
remember what you did and still (23%2 o¥*3 0°2%3 apx), still you are around. That is one thought
on the Parsha.

3 - Topic - A Kasha on the Parsha regarding the making on the Aron to hold the second
Luchos.

Another thought on the Parhsa and | will leave you just with the Kasha. We find at the beginning
of Perek 10 a command to build an Aron. As a matter of fact, four out of the five Pesukim
mention the building of the Aron. This is not the Mishkan Aron according to Rashi. This is a box
in which to put the Luchos. After all, when Moshe Rabbeinu comes down with the Luchos he
has to put it somewhere.

In Posuk Aleph he is told to build it (yy 1198 ,3% p°y)). In Posuk Bais he is told to place the
Luchos into the Aron (3ia%2 ,an»®)). In Posuk Gimmel (2w >3y 7198 @yR)). Moshe Rabbeinu
actually does it. Posuk Hei (>n>iy wix 11982 ,nhip3-nk ox)). Much mention is made of the Aron.
But it is clear from the Posuk that this is the Luchos Sh'niyos. These are the second Luchos. Such
a fuss over building an Aron.

What happened with the first Luchos? When Moshe Rabbeinu went up, no mention is made of
putting the Aron. If the purpose of the Aron is to have a place to store the Luchos so what is
going on? What is happening that by the first Luchos it is not mentioned at all and by the second
Luchos it is? Pele! How can you be Mavir Sedra and not notice the Kasha?
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4 - Topic - A thought on the Parsha from the Netziv.

Finally, number 3 on the Parsha is the Netziv. The Netziv has a theme in many places in
Chumash but there is no cross referencing so you really have to learn the Netziv on Chumash to
notice it. In Parshas Chukas (5778 Ayin Sham), | spoke out a Yesodosdika Netziv. He talks
about how Korbanos and Tefilla which is in the place of Korban is the Mashpia of Parnasa. It is
what brings Parnasa to happen.

In an earlier Parsha he had said that that is why Jews could not be separated from Bamos during
the generations of Nach, Rak Habamos Lo Saru. They knew Bamos were a Segula for Parnasa.
Korbanos were a Segula. Davening too, is really a Segula for Parnasa.

In Parshas Chukas the Netziv explained that Moshe Rabbeinu was supposed to speak to the stone
and not hit the stone. It seems to be a small minor difference and the miracle is the same. It was
to teach Klal Yisrael that you don't speak to the stone, you have to Daven. Once you leave the
Midbar and are going into Eretz Yisrael, in the Midbar everything came to you miraculously.
Once you are going into Eretz Yisrael you have to Daven, you have to request, you have to speak
out your needs. Therefore, Moshe Rabbeinu was supposed to speak to the stone to teach Kilal
Yisrael the idea of Tefilla.

Zagt the Netziv in this week's Parsha, that is why Bentching, Birchas Hamazon first is brought to
Klal Yisrael now after the 40 years in the Midbar. Because Birchas Hamazon and even a Beracha
Rishona, all Berachos are a Segula for Parnasa, it is something that is a source for Parnasa, it is a
Beracha for Parnasa. When a person thanks HKB"H for what Hashem has given him, it makes
that HKB"H will give him again, and therefore, Birchas Hamazon comes at this point.

With that, the Netziv answers why a major part of Bentching is Birchas Ha'aretz. Al Ha'aretz
V'al Hamazon. Thanking Hashem for Eretz Yisrael because going into Eretz Yisrael, now there
would need to be an appreciation of Parnasa that comes from the Aretz. Says the Netziv, that is
why Yehoshua Tikun Lahem Birchas Ha'aretz. Why didn't Moshe Rabbeinu here teaching about
Bentching make a Takana about the Beracha on the land? The answer is that it has to do with
entering Eretz Yisrael.

A third point the Netziv makes, which is an incredible point. He says that as the Jewish people
traveled through the Galus, the countries that we have been in in our Galus have become wealthy
because of the Beracha of the Jewish minority. The small number of Jews in the country who
make Berachos, who Bentch, that brings Parnasa to a land. If you think about it, after WWII,
Jews came to America and an equal number of Jews were stuck in Russia. In America which is a
land that Jews made Berachos and Birchas Hamazon, not all the Jews unfortunately, but a
Tzibbur of Yidden were making Berachos and became wealthy and the country became wealthy.
In Russia where they were not permitted to make Berachos, Kiyum Mitzvos was squashed, it
became a very poor country.

Here in Eretz Yisrael Boruch Hashem we have come back and the wealth in Eretz Yisrael comes

from the Birchas Hamazon. Jews in Spain, when Jews were there it was a wealthy country, it was
the center of the world. After the Yidden left, Spain and then Portugal, slowly the place became
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almost a third world country. The continents in which Jews were not represented such as Africa,
or India, are not countries of great wealth. But where Klal Yisrael traveled in the Galus there was
wealth. The point here, is that Birchas Hamazon, Berachos, Tefilla are the source of all
Beracha.

| repeat as | mentioned the other time, the Sefer Ha'ikrim writes, that even if on Rosh Hashana
there is a Takana in Heaven that you will make a certain amount of Parnasa that year, and you
don't ask for it in Davening, you may not get it. A person has to ask for it.

And so, a thought on being here in Eretz Yisrael, a thought or two or three on the Parsha, what a
wonderful Avir a beautiful atmosphere here in Eretz Yisrael. If you can still make it over join us
but with the right atmosphere. Leave your t-shirts and polo shirts behind and come here as a Ben
Torah and see yourself as a Ben Torah. Bring along your Gemaras and tell your wives that you
will meet them for lunch and come for Shacharis and stay until Mincha Gedolah. Make the most
out of your visit to this wonderful Eretz Hakedosha, wonderful holy city which is by the way
more beautiful than it ever was. A Gutten Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5777
1 - Topic - Hashem gives Eretz Yisrael to You.

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Eikev. | have the good Hatzlacha to be speaking to you from
Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh. A city which the Chofetz Chaim dreamt of visiting, the Vilna Gaon
dreamt of visiting. Many others couldn't even dream of visiting. Moshe Rabbeinu begged to be
here. HKB"H has given me the Zechus to be here. Every time when one visits Yerushalayim you
have to have the same Hergish, the same feeling of love for Eretz Yisrael.

Let me share with you a thought regarding Chibas Ha'aretz and its place in this week's Parsha.
We find in Shemos 13:11 (72,7033 ;7°DAR?) ,77 Yaw] WK L2197 PIR-28 ,7)7 ax2-0 mm). If it
sounds familiar indeed it is because it is in the Davening, if you can indeed figure out where. At
any rate, the point here is that the Mechilta says Pshat on this Posuk ( yI8-7% ,737 8- 720
*13197). When G-d brings you to the land of Israel (72,7037 ;5°02%2) ,77 ¥aw1 "wR3). You should
have the feeling that HKB"H has given it to you, to you individually. That you have a
connection, it is your Eretz Yisrael, it is your Yerushalayim, it is your place. (77 ,73011) Someone
who feels that it is his has a Kinyan.

| once saw that a couple that lived in Sao Paulo in Brazil, came to Rav Elyashiv and asked him
the following Shaila. The wife wanted very much to move to Eretz Yisrael. The husband on the
other hand had Parnasa where he was in Brazil. As you may know, it says B'feirush in the
Mishna in Kesuvos that if one of the two wants to move to Eretz Yisrael, a husband or a wife can
compel each other. If so, the wife was saying | want to move to Eretz Yisrael, | want to force my
husband. The husband said that it is difficult for him to move and they decided that they would
follow Rav Elyashiv's Psak.
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Rav Elyashiv asked the woman why do you want to move to Eretz Yisrael? She responded that
in Brazil | don't have many friends and there is not much available Kosher food or clothing. It is
just a difficult place to live. In Yerushalayim there are Yidden. | want to live in Yerushalayim.

The Psak of Rav Elyashiv was that she cannot compel her husband to move to Eretz Yisrael.
Only someone who wants to move to Eretz Yisrael because it is Eretz Yisrael has the right to
compel the husband. Someone who is moving there because there is more Kosher food or for
friends, that is not a reason to move a husband. ( ,77 Yawi WK ,IWI37 PIR-28 ,7)7 IR 70
72,7303 ;7°0ax?)). You have to feel that it is your personal Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara in Kesuvos 111a (16 lines from the top) (372 892 "M@ Xw> yaR2 9777 92). Someone
who lives in Eretz Yisrael lives without sin. Zagt the Pnei Yehoshua, there are plenty of people
who are living in Eretz Yisrael who have sin! Zagt the Pnei Yehoshua, someone who lives in
Eretz Yisrael L'sheim Eretz Yisrael, not because of a place that he lives but because he feels the
appreciation of Eretz Yisrael such a person is (33 852 "7 HXaw> ya82 777 22). Someone has to
have a feeling that this is his Makom Kadosh, that it is his very special and unique place. It is an
Avodah. Everything holy is an Avodah. It is an Avodah but an Avodah very much worth it.

What does it have to do with this week's Parsha? A good friend asked me a question. Why is the
first Parsha of Kriyas Shema Lashon Yachid and the second Parsha Lashon Rabbim? In fact, a
number of years ago on this phone call 1 answered the Kovetz Mamarim's answer, Rav
Elchonon's answer, which may well come from the Ramban on this Parsha and you can look at
the Ramban who discusses this. That all Inyanim of Onesh and Schar, of reward and punishment
that the Torah says apply only to a Tzibbur. Individuals are not guaranteed Schar in this world
because they do good things. If they do evil things there is no certainty that they will be punished
in this world. Tzaddik V'ra Lo and Rasha V'tov Lo. This is a world of tests. However, the
Tzibbur of Klal Yisrael, the Rabbim of Klal Yisrael, for them there is such a thing that when a
Tzibbur is worthy they receive Schar and therefore, although the first Parsha is Lashon Yachid
for the individual, the second Parsha which talks about Schar V'onesh is in Lashon Rabbim. This
is a repeat of something that I mentioned previously.

However, we say Kriyas Shema twice a day and my decision is Bli Neder that I am going to
concentrate on the words, and therefore, tonight I said V'haya Im Shamoa Tish'm'u and | looked
through the Parsha and I noticed that every Posuk is Lashon Rabbim except that the only Posuk
Posuk that is in Lashon Yachid. Actually the same for the end of the previous Posuk ( ,7337 Po0X)
777 7Y m). The only thing in Lashon Yachid is the reward. Every Yachid in Eretz Yisrael to
deserve reward has to feel (77 ,mn») that it is his individual Eretz Yisrael, his individual
Yerushalayim. My land, my city. What a beautiful insight. It is not a Drush, it is a Mechilta. Its
Pshat from earlier sources. (77 ,mn37) Hashem gives Eretz Yisrael to you.

2 - Topic - What does it mean to Daven hard for something?
Let's move on to another thought for this week's Parsha. All the time, individuals have needs and

they say to themselves | am going to Daven hard, 1 am going to try to make sure to have
Zechusim for this to happen. What does it mean to Daven hard? What does it mean to Daven
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well? Kol Hama'arich B'tefilaso Ain Tefilaso Chazaras Raikam. Someone who is Maarich in his
Davening the Davening doesn't return empty handed. What does that mean? Does that mean a
long Shemoneh Esrei, a very long Shemoneh Esrei?

In this week's Parsha, Parshas Eikev 9:19 Moshe Rabbeinu says that he Davened to Hashem ( °3
DONR TRWIY ,02°2Y M) A% WK 70 ARG *19n ,°a03). | was terrified that G-d would punish Kilal
Yisrael (%17 oye2 03 ,°%% 77 vawm). And G-d listened to me also on that day. The Netziv is
disturbed by the word Gam, also on that day. This seems to be the first request that Moshe
Rabbeinu made since the sin of the Eigel. What is Gam?

Answers the Netziv, what does it mean Kol Hama'arich B'tefilaso? Zagt the Netziv, it doesn't
mean that you Daven a long Shemoneh Esrei. Certainly you have to have Kavana when you
Daven but it doesn't mean to Daven a long Shemoneh Esrei. Indeed, it means that a person
continuously Davens. Very often a person decides that he is going to Daven for something. He
Davens three times a day, seven days a week and he feels that it is falling on deaf ears, that G-d
doesn't want to listen to him. Kol Hama'arich B'tefilaso is a person who continues to Daven. He
keeps on Davening. As Moshe Rabbeinu says over here in this Parsha in 9:18. Moshe Rabbeinu
says (792 2yaR) of 2R MR )0 9% Paanw)) | fell before G-d in prayer 40 days and 40
nights. | didn't let up. (%21n%)1) The first time you fall before Hashem in Tefilla and you Daven
sincerely, continuously. (7%°% o°v27%) 0¥ 2°v27x) That is Kol Hama'arich B'tefilaso, that is what it
means when a person so to speak Davens hard.

Somebody asked Rav Chaim Kanievsky, | have been Davening for something for a long time
what is the point? Rav Chaim Kanievsky said Daven again. Kavei EI Hashem, Daven to G-d. Put
your hope in G-d, Chazeik V'ameitz Levavchem V'kavei ElI Hashem. Chazeik V'ameitz,
strengthen your heart and then Daven to Hashem again. Davening sometimes is answered only
when it is something that has a sincerity of continuous turning to the Ribbono Shel Olam.

We should not ignore that there is something else written in the Shulchan Aruch. In Siman Tuf
Kuf Ayin Ches it says that when a person has a Tzarah, not only is it true that when a Tzibbur or
Rabbim has a Tzarah you are Gozer a Taanis, that you declare a fast day, a Yachid too when he
has a Tzar or Tzarah should take on himself a Taanis Yachid, a day of fasting as an individual.
Now it is true that many of the Gedolei Haposkim including the Chofetz Chaim in his Kesavim,
write that today we don't have the Gevurah to fast every time there is a Tzarah. It is not
necessarily something that becomes a positive experience. It doesn't help a person Daven better
or learn better, but there is something called a Taanis Haraived. The Taanis Haraived is
something that | saw for the first time in Rav Schwab's Sefer in last week's Parsha (on page #
395 left side, last paragraph of a long thought) in Parshas VVaeschanan.

The Taanis Haraived in a Sefer Baalei Nefesh is to limit one's pleasure in this world. Take one
food that you enjoy and as a means of praying to HKB"H as a Bakasha, take on yourself of
course Bli Neder, to refrain from eating that one food or the amount of food that a person eats.
Taanis Haraived, in Shemoneh Esrei, in Shema Koleinu say Hareini Mekabeil Al Atzmi Bli
Neder to refrain from such and such for the next week or the next month. If there is any Zechus
in it let it stand for such and such.
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My point is that when we Daven, we expect answers free of charge. We expect to be answered
with no cost to us. Chinom. Free. Nothing is free. We need to deserve and to deserve, sometimes
means putting effort into something. The effort may well include this type of Kabbalah of being
Mekabeil on oneself L'sheim Shamayim. Kol Hama'arich B'tefilaso Ain Tefilas Chazaras
Raikam requires consistency.

3 - Topic - Why Yaakov read Kriyas Shema when meeting Y osef

The next thought comes from Rav Schwab's Sefer on lyun Tefillah where of course it talks about
Kriyas Shema and there he brings an absolutely beautiful thought and you have to remember this
for Parshas Vayechi. It is a thought about why Yaakov Avinu read Kriyas Shema when meeting
Yosef. With all of the explanations it is still an unusual thing to do.

Zagt Rav Schwab, one of the main points of Kriyas Shema is (3w91-231). That one says | am
prepared to give my life to HKB"H. Rav Schwab quotes his Rebbi Rav Shlomo Breuer who said
the following. For 22 years Yaakov was extremely unhappy. He sat in Aveilos, in sackcloth and
when he was willing to give his life for HKB"H and he said (322%-723) it didn't mean that much
because his life was not so sweet. It came the day that he met Yosef and finally he again had a
life that was sweet, that was beautiful. The Shechina came back to him and he once again
experienced Nevua. He said now | should say Kriyas Shema. Now | should experience (-722
Jwn1). Being willing to give my life when it is the most meaningful L'sheim Hashem. What a
beautiful thought regarding that part of the Parsha. And so, we have three thoughts regarding the
Parsha. All three related to Shema or Davening.

4 - Topic - A Dikduk point for this week

One Dikduk point for this week which was last week's Dikduk point but last week's phone Shiur
did not happen for reasons that were beyond my control, and therefore, I will say it this week
because the same word appears in Parshas Va'eschanan (7:4) and in Parshas Eikev (11:17). The
word is (77m)) becoming angry. (222 7)7-A% 77m). The word (7717) is an expression of anger. The
accent is on the Reish. If the accent were to be on the Ches which is the way most people
(mistakenly) say it, is an expression of drying things out. This is a word that appears in lyov (Ed.
Note: perhaps Rebbi meant the Posuk in 30:30 (29f1-"1 ,770-0%9) ;°29n 0¥ ,1)).

In one of the Sifrei Dikduk that I found here in Yeshiva Ohr Sameach a number of years ago, a
Dikduk expert by the name of Rav Hoffman who | visited and looked like a real Yerushalmi Yid
and he tells me enjoy, | am also from Torah Vodaath. He makes the point that (222 77-9% 770))
that the (79) should also be one of the words that we are careful to pronounce correctly with the
accent on the Reish. With that last Dikduk point, | wish one and all an absolutely wonderful
meaningful Shabbos Kodesh. I hope that you will all be Zoche to be in Eretz Yisrael, hopefully
with the Bi'as Hagoel and before that to find it meaningful. Wishing one and all an absolutely
meaningful Shabbos Kodesh! Good Shabbos!
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Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5776

1. | have the Zechus once again to broadcast from Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh from the very
center of the universe. | am delighted to report to you that Eretz Yisrael is amazing. The land
itself is giving forth its fruit, its trees, once again after 2000 years of being a desert. The land is
giving forth its earth, it hasn't happened.

Torah has returned to Eretz Yisrael, it hasn't happened. In Galus Yechonya in the days of
Yirmiya, the Gedolei Yisrael were exiled to Bavel and from then for 2500 years the world has
had its center of Torah outside of Eretz Yisrael. In Bavel for a long time and in different parts of
the world, until our own generation where the Yeshiva world the world of Torah, Ki Mitzion
Teitzei Torah has returned.

In a human beings life there are moments of Hisorerus, there are times when something happens
to a person and he is Misoreir, he has a moment of inspiration and it is very hard to hold on to it.
An incident takes place and passes. There are other times in a person's life where he has a
moment of Hisorerus but it is not a passing incident. It is a new realty, something new is taking
place. A young man has a Zechus and he becomes a father, it is an inspiration, a moment of
change. A person has children and he is Zoche to bring one to the Chupah, it is a moment of
change, of inspiration. But it is a new reality.

People say that the world will not be the same, but we still go back to the old. In these cases we
need to open up our eyes, to look and see. If you look and you see, then you will notice that the
source of inspiration is still there. If every time you come to Eretz Yisrael you notice the
Yeshivos, you notice the Bnei Torah, you notice the streets teeming with Choshove Talmidai
Chachamim. You speak to some of them and you see where they are holding both in their
Hashkafa and their Torah, the source of Hisorerus is still here. You just need to see it. It is not a
source of inspiration that past, it is a source of inspiration that continues.

In the Igros of the Pachad Yitzchok, Igeres 74 is actually not a letter but rather a Drasha that Rav
Hutner had given to the Talmidim of a Yeshiva, Yeshivas Eastern Parkway when it first opened
up, the first Mesivta class. He spoke to them about the Posuk that is found in Eichah 3:27 ( 2iv
PPYIR Y RE-3 ,7237). Praiseworthy is the person who will carry the yoke of Torah from his
youth. Poshut Pshat is that despite being young a person has the presence of mind and maturity
to take upon himself the Ol of Torah.

Rav Hutner says no that is not the Pshat. (w32 %9 Rip-2 ,723% 2iv). A Naar, somebody growing
up, is constantly in a state of flux, of change. He goes from being a Yingele to being a Bachur,
from being a Bar Mitzvah Bachur to being a teenager. His clothing goes from children sizes to
adult sizes. He is constantly in a state of Hischadshus, of new feelings about the world that is
going on around him. (w32 %Y X#>->3 1232 2iv). Every human being has to try to take upon
himself the Ol of Torah by noticing new things around him, new changes around him.

Well you are grown up and you don't have new sizes, at least not the new sizes of clothing that

make you happy. Where do you see this Hischadshus? You have to open up your eyes and see it
around you and in no better place than in Eretz Yisrael.
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We look at the world and it seems to be a Galgal Hachozer. Day and night, seasons, the Molad,
things seem to be a rotation of the same thing coming back again. We know that it is not that
way, (n°WRI2 Twyn T 0 %22 12303 wIiona). We understand that the Ribbono Shel Olam gives
the power of Hischadshus every morning. Every morning there is a Vayehi Ohr and the Ohr
comes over the horizon. You have to tap into that feeling. That feeling when you get up in the
morning and you are on your way to Shul and someone says good morning how are you?

Respond it has been a good day so far, it has been a wonderful day so far. Measure each day with
its own Chashivus, with its own meaning. (n°WR12 7wyn 7m0 01 22 12302 WInnD).

Maybe that is why on Yomim Noraim we say Hayom Haras Olam. Today is the day in which the
world came about, the pregnancy of the world, the gestation of the world. Simply put, we are
saying it once happened. Hashem once created the world. No! This year when you say Hayom
Haras Olam, today is the day of a new birth, a new beginning. (hamwa winna). If you have
Hischadshus then your inner desires, the dreams of being a Talmid Chochom, of accomplishing
in learning, of accomplishing in serving Hashem, they have a renewal. ( ¥ Xi»-"2 ,7237 2iv
W),

This year in the Yomim Noraim when we will say Al Tashlichainu L'ais Zikna Kichlos Kochainu

Tashlichainu L'ais Zikna Kichlos Kochainu Al T'azvainu. We are not talking about getting old.
The Rabbim can't say that, in the Rabbim there are people who get old, there are people who are
Kichlos Kochainu. We are talking about a Hischadshus. Al Tashlichainu L'ais Zikna. Let us not
become people who are the same tired selves, the same boring selves. No! We have opportunites
to see Hischadshus, to open our eyes, maybe we saw it 10 times already. Open your eyes again
and see the Hischadshus around you, see the newness, see it like Klal Yisrael is looking at it.
Klal Yisrael to look at this land, the land of Eretz Yisrael, the land that begged for Yidden to
come back all the years.

There is a Maimar Eretz Yisrael in Alei Shur. The title is Eretz Yisrael. Rav Wolbe writes there,
Lo Lechol Adam Poseches Ha'aretz Yotzre'ha, not to everyone who comes here does Eretz
Yisrael give a treasure house of spiritual awakening of Ruchnios. Only to those to come and ask
for it and want it and step forward. What an Otzer. When you see that the land is giving forth its
produce once again, when you see all over Eretz Yisrael rocks and trees growing right out of a
rock or right next to a rock, it is an amazing Hischadshus. A land which was just rocks for so
many years, for so much history of Klal Yisrael, you see Hischadshus. Open your eyes and see it
like Rabbi Akiva who saw the water drifting on the rock, everyone saw it. But if you open your
eyes you really see it.

Al Tashlichainu L'ais Zikna. As part of a community in America we are suffering from Eis
Zikna. We are suffering from a lack of youthful enthusiasm in serving HKB"H. Hayom Haras
Olam. We are going to Bentch Rosh Chodesh Elul, let's look towards it with a Hischadshus, with
a newness.
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If you have a child or perhaps a grandchild who is starting a new year in Yeshiva, with a brand
new briefcase, with sharpened pencils, with an excitement, tap into that excitement. (-2 ,7237 2iv
PIYIR OY RE).

2. This week is Parshas Eikev. Let me share with you a thought on Parshas Eikev. It says (,n2%7

,,,,,

HKB"H's Derech. How do you do that?

The Rambam in the first Perek of Hilchos Dai'os establishes a principle that as a rule when it
comes to Middos a person has to take what we call the golden mean or the middle road. The
Rambam gives numerous examples. For example, a person shouldn't be stingy with his money
and shouldn't be very loose with his money. He should find the middle road where he uses his
money but he uses it wisely. A person should not be a Letz, laughing at everything and he
shouldn't be Atzeiv, a person who never laughs. He has to find the middle road of Simcha. A
person shouldn't be a Kapdan, he shouldn't mind if people do things that offend him. But he also
shouldn't be an Even Domeim the Rambam says. He shouldn't be a nobody. He has to have pride
and he has to be able to have pride without ever having K'paidos on others. Without ever being
moved to anger against others. Everything in a golden mean.

,,,,,

balance is (12772 ,p2%)) going in the way of HKB"H. This is how the Rambam explains the
Mitzvah.

The Sefer Harokeiach asks a Kasha. The Rambam also in Perek 1 Hilchos 5 of Hilchos Dai'os
after saying that a person has to find his golden mean, his middle road, his balance, he adds
(%P A0 MR PVAY AYT W .MEPT DY TAD MOVINKRT TR TR0 DT LR 1P 2NIWRIT 2070
I DWW 20107 N WRIT AP T OMR Punw av7 wn ponxn). There are people who are
Chassidim Harishonim, who are very righteous people and they didn't tow the middle line
exactly. They bent themselves a little towards a manner of Chassidus, doing things that are extra,
more than a person has to do. Perhaps with their money. Instead of giving the amount of
Tzedakah that the Torah requires, they gave more, they gave extra. Perhaps in their Simcha they
had extra Simchas Hachaim in their Ruchnios. Perhaps in their Kapdanus they were extra careful
not to be Kapdanim. This is Mil'fnai Mishuras Hadim.

Freigt the Sefer Rokeach, there is a Mitzvah of (12172 n3%m) and that is to go in the middle road,
Chasidim Harishonim did better. How can you say that? (12772 n2%77) means to go in Hashem's
way. Doesn't Hashem behave like the Chassidim Harishonim? The Chassidim Harishonim who
go Lifnei Mishuras Hadin do more than the Ribbono Shel Olam? How are we to understand this
Rambam. It is Takeh a Pele this Rambam. G-d forbid to say this but you could be like Hashem or
better yet like Chassidim Harishonim. It can't be. What is the Pshat?

I would like to suggest a Pshat that | saw in one of the Seforim that | looked in here in
Yerushalayim but | don't know where, but I would like to elaborate on it and that is the
following. We say HKB"H is not a Vatran, HKB"H doesn't give away things for free. HKB"H
has a Middas Hadin. The greatest Chessed ever in the Briya is Techiyas Hamaisim. HKB"H will
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give life to people who don't have it. Yet Techias Hamaisim is in the second Beracha of
Shemoneh Esrel, the Beracha of Gevura, the Beracha of Din. Techiyas Haisim should be in the
Beracha of Chesed, of Magen Avraham, in the Beracha of Chasadim Tovim. Why is it in the
Beracha of Gevura?

The answer is that Techiyas Hamaisim is also with Middas Hadin, it is with Gevura. Don't think
that every person who keeps Shabbos is going to get up by Techiyas Hamaisim, it is not true.

The Gemara in Maseches Kesuvos (Ed. Note: | believe Rebbi is referring to the Gemara on 111b
towards the top) says that someone who does not have the dew of Torah study or at least
supporting Torah study will not get up by Techiyas Hamaisim. Techiyas Hamaisim is with Din.
HKB"H runs the world with Din. HKB"H does Chesed too.

The Gemara says in Maseches Rosh Hashono 16 (Ed. Note: | was not able to find this) ( nax) 7om
70m 70271 MR 77°nn). HKB"H runs the world with Din then there is a certain amount of Chesed
that HKB"H allots, but the world is run with Din. (772 n>%m) You have to start by knowing a
proper healthy balance. If you know a proper healthy balance, then you can be Chassidim
Harishonim, you can do more. HKB"H does Chesed. HKB"H is Kavayochel Chassidim
Harishonim but that doesn't mean to ignore the balance of the way it should be, the Shuras
Hadin. There are people who get confused and they confuse Chassidus, doing extra with the
Ikkur Hadin. If every time you are nice it is doing extra and there is no Ikkur Hadin, then when
you don't want to be nice you won't be nice at all.

If being B'simcha is extra then when you don't want to be B'simcha you will be an Atzeiv. You
have to know that there is Shuras Hadin of (12772 no%m). HKB"H observes, recognizes, declares
what is Shuras Hadin. Then there is (701 710221 naR 77°1nn) the extra that can be done.

In our lives we like to do Lifnei Mishuras Hadin. There are times and moments when it is hard
and at that moment we have to remember that the Shuras Hadin requires that a person give
Tzedaka, it requires that a person not have Kapdanus. A beautiful thought.

3. Let me end with a Kasha. As | said, | am here in Eretz Yisrael and | happened to have picked
up the Aderes Eliyahu, the GRA on this week's Parsha and he has a thought on Eretz Yisrael
which certainly needs some explanation and | will share the Kasha with you.

The GRA is writing about Klal Yisrael's entering Eretz Yisrael something which is constantly
mentioned by Moshe Rabbeinu. In the beginning in Perek 8 the GRA says that to come to Eretz
Yisrael you need three things. You need to prepare to leave from wherever you are, you need the
actual trip, the Derech Asher Yeilech and you need to arrive in Eretz Yisrael. Very simple, you
have to get ready to go, you have to go, and you have to arrive in Eretz Yisrael. He is saying this
to explain the Posuk.

(on»27 1nm wnY) that is the preparation to go to Eretz Yisrael. (anx23) is the traveling. (apw) is

the arrival. The second and third I understand. You will travel and come that is the trip and you
will inherit the land that is the actual being here. The Hachana and preparation to leave is ( jvn?
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an>27 1onn) you will live and you will multiply that is the Hachana for going into Eretz Yisrael.
Explain that. How is (on°273) the Hachana to going to Eretz Yisrael? It is a riddle.

I would venture to think being here, that the biggest reason for being in Eretz Yisrael is (an»27)
for the children. You raise children with Yiddishkeit as their culture instead of barbecues and
sports teams as their culture. (an>271) that is the Hachana to come to Eretz Yisrael. With that |
wish one and all an absolutely wonderful Shabbos, Shabbos Mevarchim, a preparation for the
month of Elul, a month of Aliya, a wonderful month of opportunity.

A Gutten Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5775

1. Parshas Eikev contains in 8:14 the reference to the bad Midah of Gaivah not in the sense of a
Lo Sasei but as an expression of (77728 1’-n} AUaY) ;3227 ,07)). It is telling us that haughtiness
causes a person to forget Hashem. The Gemara in Maseches Sotah 4b (10 lines from the bottom)
says that this is the Torah's reference to Midas HaGaivah. I'd like to share with you an incredible
insight into Middas HaGaivah from the Yad Hamelech (one of the earlier Meforshim from the
1700's). He is a Meforeish on the Rambam. To do so | have to begin with a Stiras Harambam.

Rambam (Sefer Hamada, Hilchos Deos, Perek 2). The Rambam establishes what has become
known as the golden mean. The idea regarding virtually all Middos, that the middle of the road is
the best way to go regarding Middos. For example, regarding Taivah, desire, it is not good to be
extreme in either direction. A Baal Taivah (someone who has extreme desires) naturally will end
up doing a lot of different Aveiros. He will do things that are wrong. Even the extreme desires
are by themselves something which is damaging to a human being. On the other hand, to want
nothing is also not a proper behavior for a normal person. Therefore, the Rambam says in 2:2
that the (1»° 92 72 72 noyenrn 717%) that the middle road is the best way for a person to act in
regard to many of the different Middos. In Perek 2, Halacha 3 the Rambam says ( moxw my7 v,
aNRT P TV ORGP 72 poOnc XOR N1 372 b 07RY 19) that there is an exception to this
and that a person is not permitted to go the Middle road when it comes to Gaivah. A person
needs to act with extreme humility and distance himself to the utmost from Gaivah. There is no
middle road when it comes to Gaivah. That is the Rambam's rule and I think that it is well
known.

What is not so well known is that the Lechem Mishna (Perek 1 Hilchos Deos) asks a Stiras
HaRambam. The Rambam in Hilchos Deos, Perek 1, Halacha 5 says regarding Middas
HaGaivah that someone who acts in the middle road is the right way to go. He says so quite
clearly. He says someone who behaves in the middle road when it comes to Gaivah ( 1 2o &9p1
7nan N &) is @ Chacham and someone who distances himself from Gaivah in an extreme way
is acting with a Midas Chasidus. The question is why does the Rambam in Perek 2 say that a
person should not behave in the middle way with the Midah of Gaivah but in Perek 1 says that he
should?
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The Yad Hamelech answers this Stirah in the Rambam and gives us an extraordinary insight into
our human nature and the way we work and behave. When it comes to most Middos, a person
recognizes his shortcomings. Perhaps he doesn't recognize them adequately but he recognizes
them. A Baal Taivah, someone who eats too much, will recognize the fact that he eats too much.
He may rationalize it and say it is not so terrible but he will recognize the fact.

Someone who takes Nekamah can rationalize that he is doing it because the other person
deserves it but knows he is taking Nekamah. When it comes to most Midddos a person has the
potential to recognize his shortcomings. When it comes to the Midda of Gaivah it is not that way.
A Baal Gaiva by definition sees himself on a different level and thinks that on the level that he is
on the things that he wants are normal. He may feel he is deserving of a certain Kibud and he
may feel that his children, wife and friends do not give him enough respect, but that is only
because he feel he is deserving of such respect. Therefore, a Baal Gaiva doesn't recognize where
he is at.

Says the Yad Hamelech, in the Rambam Perek 1 he is stating rules and is saying that every
Midah should be dealt with the Derech Ha'emtzai (in the middle road) and that rule is that a
person should be in the middle road as it is the Derech of the Chochom. In Perek 2, the Rambam
is telling people how to behave in practical terms. He is saying that if you want to know how to
behave you should distance yourself from Gaivah as far as possible, because you don't even
realize that you are acting with Gaivah. If you will choose to go down the middle road you will
certainly be off and be behaving in too haughty a way, demanding too much respect, demanding
too much honor because every person doesn't realize where he is really at.

For example, Gaivah is of course the most dangerous thing in a spousal relationship where a
husband or wife feel they should be listened to more. Very often it is related to Gaivah. Because
every person feels that whatever he is doing is right. Let me give you an example. Let's say
people are driving and a husband says we need to make a right turn and the wife says it needs to
be a left turn and he turns right and is correct. Does he feel that he gave in? Of course he didn't
give in. He was right. It was a right turn, it is a fact. Ok that is understandable.

Let's go to the home now. There is a question of behavior whether to buy something or not buy
something. Whether to use paper plates or not. Whether to have carpeting on the floor or a hard
floor. The husband and wife have a disagreement. The husband insists that carpeting makes more
sense or the wife insists that carpeting makes more sense and the other person gives in. You don't
feel the other person gave in. When it comes to a matter of opinion Gaiva causes a person to
assume that his way is the right way. It is always that way. Even if you are going to give in you
feel that you are giving in because you are being a Tzadik but you are really right. Of course that
is not true. This is because you are not really right. There are two ways to look at things. You
don't realize it. When people go into marriage thinking that it should be 50/50. What kind of
50/50 are you talking about? You don't realize the 50 % that your wife gives in or even notice it.
You are not even aware of it. Therefore, when it comes to Gaiva you have to have the attitude
not of 50/50, you have to have the attitude of maybe 80/20 or giving in all the time. You don't
realize when the other person gives in. therefore, when it comes to behavior, the Rambam says
the truth. The Rambam whispers in our ears that to get to 50/50 you have to work ( nxpn v
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nanRn). What a lesson! Gaiva destroys. Gaiva is what causes people to raise their voices in
anger, to be frustrated when someone doesn't listen to them. Middas HaGaiva.

2. Let's move on. The Parsha has in it (11:13) the Parsha of (vihy-ox ,7271), the second Parsha of
Kriyas Shema and in that Parsha we are warned 11:16 (237 n¢n) we are warned to be very
careful. The Posuk says (anq0) ;07327 7n9? 18) you may stray and (2°m8 2°7%% an72y1) you will
go on to idolatry. What is (onq01)? Rashi says (710 11 wi1o?) from Torah, learning not from
Mitzvos. What is going on? (opq0)) because you are not going to be learning? ( 2>7>8 on7an
o°7ix) you will fall into idol worship? Those are two extremes!

There is a Frum Yid in the middle, there is a Frum Yid who learns on the right, and there are
idolaters far on the left. What is going on? (onq0)) should say that you won't keep Shabbos, you
won't put on Tefillin. What is it saying that you won't learn Torah?

In the Igros of Rav Hutner in the Pachad Yitzchok in Igeres 75 which is not a letter but rather a
speech, a Dvar Chizuk that we can call a Maimar that Rav Hutner gave to Bnei Torah. He spoke
to them about this question. He said if you would tell a person that if you don't eat the fanciest
foods you will die of hunger we will say that doesn't make sense. Fancy foods are one extreme,
hunger is the other extreme and there is plenty in between. That is true. When it comes to serving
HKB"H we say if you don't learn Torah you will fall to idolatry. You will fall to negative
influences. Why? Says Rav Hutner, nature abhors a vacuum. When it comes to Shittas Hachaim,
to ideas in a person's life, thoughts in a person's life, if a person doesn't have Torah something
else will take its place. If a person doesn't have Torah then he is not just failing to have one
Mayla but he is leaving himself open to a vacuum of influence from the world around him.
Keeping Mitzvos is our primary goal in serving HKB"H. But the Limud Hatorah, besides the
Mitzvah, is our protection against the influences around us. It is our Taiva (72n), our protection.

Therefore, says Rav Hutner there is a powerful lesson that we say every day. (anq0)) if you don't
learn Torah, be careful, it is a cliff. You will fall G-d forbid (2 nx 272R) as far as idolatry.
Idolatry referring to the influences of the world around us. What a strong Mussar.

rrrrr

70 YN ,7337). The Torah says that you will gather your wheat, wine, and oil. Actually there
are 7 fruits with which Eretz Yisrael is blessed. Four of them are mentioned here. Wheat includes
(vt men). We are missing the dates, figs, and pomegranates which are not mentioned here.
They are mentioned on a different occasion. This is a rule for Kol Hatorah Kulah. The Torah
always seems to use Dagan, Tirosh, and Yitzhor as the primary crops.

Terumah and Maaser according to most Shittos are obligatory Min Hatorah only on Dagan,
Tirosh, and Yitzhor. What is special about these 3 crops?

Rav Schwab in Mayan Bais Hashoeiva in Parshas Shelach (page # 326 in the piece that goes on
15:2-5) says Dagan, wheat is related to wisdom. The Gemara in Maseches Berachos 40a (3 lines
from the bottom) says (137 ayv DWW T¥ ®AXY RIR MIPL ¥7v P1°na PRw). Until a child has tasted a
Kezayis Dagan he doesn't recognize some certain simple things. Tirosh, wine, affects a person as
it says in Tehillim 104:15 (vHx-22% na? ,1). Oil of course is the symbol of light and not only
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that but it has the idea of being Tov L'zikaron as the Gemara says in Maseches Horayos 3 that
olive oil is good for Zikaron. We find elsewhere that the drinking of olive oil brings a certain
level of understanding, of knowledge.

We say in Al Hamichya (m21n yialp?) mon 21087). We want to eat the Peiros of Eretz Yisrael,

the Bach in Siman 208 in Orech Chaim says that the Kedusha of Eretz Yisrael is Mashpia. How
is it Mashpia? It is Mashpia on certain fruits that they affect us in a positive way. Dagan, Tirosh,
and Yitzhor are those fruits. And so, it is learned here (777%°) Jw9°n) ,7337 PooX)) that even in a
person's work the Dagan, Tirosh, and Yitzhor have a positive influence on people in Eretz
Yisrael and that should be the Kavana of one's eating and drinking, of one's purchase of Dafka
wine from Eretz Yisrael, wine which has this extra Segulah of Kedushas Eretz Yisrael.

With these thoughts | wish one and all an absolutely wonderful Shabbos. Hoping that you are
enjoying your summer. For those of you who are traveling up to the mountains, remember those
6 hours that you spend traveling up to the mountains. Ok for some people it is 5 hours. These are
hours which you will designate for Limud Hatorah once the summer comes to an end. Suddenly
you have these extra 5 hours in your week, make good use of them. I'Y""H we hope to remind you
of this when the summer comes to an end. A Gutten Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5774

1. This week’s Parsha has many beautiful thoughts, a lot of Mitzvos that are Nogea all of the
time. So let's try to cram in as much as we can in the few minutes that we have together. Of
course, the Mitzvah of Birchas Hamazon, Bentching is one of the first Mitzvos in the Parsha and
I would like to talk about it, a beautiful Der'her.

rrrrrrrrrr

Parsha says that you eat, you are satisfied, and bless HKB"H on the beautiful land of Eretz
Yisrael. Bentching is somehow connected to Eretz Yisrael. The second Beracha of Bentching is
called Birchas Ha'aretz the Beracha on the land. The Gemara in Maseches Berachos 48b (3 lines
from the bottom) says ( X? 2°2w17° 721122 717 N°2 M9 PR N3722 7207 7200 7730 PR MR ROW 9
N 07 R¥°). Someone who does not mention Eretz Yisrael is not Yotzei Bentching. It says ( %5
7aN 72w 77N PIOR ek XOw) someone who does not refer to Eretz Yisrael as a desirable, good,
and wide land is not Yotzei Bentching. Indeed in (7% n7i1) we say the Beracha ( 721w n7an vy
72773). The question is why is it important to say (72771 n2iv n7a0 vIX). We have to mention
Eretz Yisrael as the Torah says (maba yxa-5v), but why do we understand that mentioning the
beauty and bounty of Eretz Yisrael is so important?

In the Toras Moshe from the Chasam Sofer we find a Vort (which is actually from Rav Shimon
Sofer). (In the Toras Moshe, any piece that has the * asterisk mark indicates that it was written
by the son of the Chasam Sofer, Rav Shimon Sofer). He has an absolutely beautiful thought on
(7207 n2i0 A7en vIR). What make it all the more beautiful is because it touches on a Yesod
which we have discussed many times. He brings this Yesod in the name of the Chovos
Halevavos. The Yesod is that Ahava, love, is noticeable when a person does something for
someone else that is more than he is obligated to do. When a person does the things that he is
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obligated to do that doesn't show that he loves the other person it just shows that he is a honest
straight person. He does the things that he is obligated to do. If a person wants to show that he
cares about somebody he has to do something a little more. In Mitzvos we have ideas of Hiddur
Mitzvah, Zerizim Makdimin L'mitzvah, we have situations of Hamachmir Tavo Alav Beracha.
Situations of doing a Mitzvah where we could show that we are not just doing it to be Yotzei, we
are doing it with an Ahavah, with a love. The Yesod is that to show love you have to do
something a little more.

| once saw an explanation of the Posuk that is found in Tehillim 118:5 ( °3v ;7P *nRIP ,I¥nI-1
7P a7»32). Dovid thanks Hashem and he says | called you during time of difficulty. (1¥»a-12)
during time of difficulty I called you HKB"H, (7p 27712 *13v) and you answered me (277%»2) with
a wide and open arm which shows love. When HKB"H answers (21%»2) it shows an Ahavah.
When we thank HKB"H for the land that he has given us says the Toras Moshe, we thank
HKB"H for (72773 72iv n7»n yox). Hashem could have satisfied his promise to Avraham Avinu
to give us a land by giving us any land, we could have gotten Madagascar. We got Eretz Yisrael
which is a land that the world has been fighting over for at least 2,000 years. A little piece of
land that if you look on the world map you can barely find it and here everyone is busy fighting
and tumuling over Eretz Yisrael. (72073 7210 7700 voX) part of thanking HKB"H is (7p 27722 *139)
HKB"H answered us and granted us a land with his wide open arms.

| can't resist but adding a lesson from Yirmiya Perek 38. It is a Perek you might want to learn. In
Yirmiya 38, Yirmiya was thrown into the dungeon by king Chizkiyahu but not in a prison like
we are accustomed to but a prison that was in style during that time which was a deep pit with a
muddy bottom. As Yirmiya was left there he was sinking into the mud. The Posuk tells how a
mysterious person came to King Chizkiyahu and said to him if Yirmiya dies you have no chance
with HKB"H. Pull him out. This person is granted permission and he throws ropes down to
Yirmiya and Yirmiya puts them under his arms and is pulled up. A very uncomfortable way of
being pulled up. When he is pulled up what is Yirmiya's response? We find that Yirmiya said
according to the Medrash, Hashem, you couldn't get me a ladder | had to be pulled up in such an
uncomfortable way? Halevai you had brought for me a ladder. It is strange, HKB"H saved your
life, you should Bentch Gomel instead he says Hashem you couldn't bring me a fancier car to
save me, no limo? Interesting! At any rate, that is Yirmiya's complaint. There are Meforshim
who explain Yirmiya's thought along the lines of (7 an»2 *1v). HKB"H if you have a love for
me why was | pulled up by my underarms, that is painful. (77 27722 *13v) Hashem you should
answer me (277%2). In life we go through difficulties there are times when HKB"H winks at us,
where in redeeming us from a difficulty there is something a little nice, a little special, a little
unusual. (7P an»2 "1y). What a Yesod. It is a Yesod in a way to deal with other people too.
When you try to go out of your way for someone to add just a little bit, a little bit extra to show
that you truly care.

2. Let's move on to another beautiful topic. In this week's Parsha we have the source to the idea
that there were two Aronos. We find here in the beginning of Perek Yud ( ,°2% 7377 9 X33 ny2
D712 2128 NMP-3w 77-208). Moshe Rabbeinu was told to make the second set of Luchos ( 1770
TY W L7 ooy ;100 ,028). Rashi explains (7mnon? omny R 00w N L300 IR PNOR A7 Xynl), and
Tosafos in Maseches Eiruvin 63b (Dibbur Haschil y23pna Xow a1owy pavw a1 93) goes with the
same Shitta that there were two Aronos ( 1NIXY 237 MM 72w 12w TR 10 MR W7 2" 0N
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nvanna v 1n). One Aron that stood in the Bais Hamikdash in the Kodesh Hakodoshim that
held the Luchos and the Aron that Moshe Rabbeinu made now that held the Luchos temporarily
and which was subsequently used as Rashi says to go to battle.

The Ramban here is Mefakfeik, he has problems with Rashi but at the end he seems to concede
that it is at the very least it is dependent on a Machlokes in the Yerushalmi. What 1 would like to
add to this is that we can answer a riddle based on this Rashi. We are all used to saying the Yom
for the first day which can be found in Tehillim 24 (71 717%). We say it on the first day, we say
it when we put away the Sefer Torah, and on the night of Rosh Hashono. There we say twice
(021 °on2 ,RWIT ,0PWRY DMWY WY,

71297 797 ,KX122) and (271 *nno IRYY ,0WRY 0 RY;

71297 797 ,¥22)) we ask (71223 9% .01 °n). We have two different answers. Using poetic license,
gates open up and let the Melech Hakavod come. Who is the Melech Hakavod? One answer,
again who is the Melech Hakavod, a different answer. The Gemara says that when they took in
the Aron that is when they said (22 wx ,0°WY RY), gates open. There were two Aronos. It fits
so beautifully.

In the Sefer Afikai Mayim he says that the first time it says (22w ,0 ¥ @) they were
bringing in the Aron that went to battle. (71223 79 .77 °») they say who is the (71223 T7%)
represented by the Aron? (annon i3 1) ;i) ™y 1)) It is the Aron that goes to battle that
represents the Gevurah of Hashem, the Middos Hadin of Hashem. Then the second Aron comes
and this is the Aron that is held in the Kodesh Hakadashim. --nip2y 7177) 2(71223 997,71 87 °n)
(799 71223 797 Ra7 a calm answer (nip2y 737?). The Hashem who rules the world, who controls the
world. (71227 791) It is the Aron Shel Kavod that sits in the Kodesh Hakadashim. This fits
beautifully into what an otherwise as | say something of a riddle. An exact idea meant by a
double Lashon at the end of (i ,1177).

3. Let me move on to a Dvar Halacha. In the Ayeles Hashachar, Rav Shteinman on the Posuk
(2222%-722 ,172¥93) which is the Mitzvah of Tefillah as is brought by the Rambam Sefer Ahava
Hilchos Tefillah 1:1 (0522% %52 172¥91) (7950 17 222w 772y X7 17 °X). Rav Shteinman (on page #
76) brings that there is an Issur to do personal things, personal business or anything that is
personal before a person Davens. Davening has to be first. Incidentally, Rav Yaakov in Emes
L'yaakov on Shulchan Aruch says that doing things that help set up the day for your wife are
permitted. Apparently they are an Inyan Shel Mitzvah. Coming back to Rav Shteinman. Rav
Shteinman asks how is it permitted to have an irreligious person do work for you? Vayikra 19:14
(Pon a0 X2 .73 *1991) when you call a car service and the man has not yet Davened you are
having him do work for you before he Davened. He asks also on Motzoei Shabbos how are you
allowed to take an irreligious Jew as a car service, he is not allowed to do Melacha until he
makes or says Havdala. Until he says Havdala it is (°%/2» 1an 82,7y °319%)) to have him do work
for you. Rav Shteinman brings from Rav Moshe who says that if someone is not Mekabeil
Shabbos he is not obligated to say Havdala at the end of Shabbos. It is a Chidushdika Yesod to
which Rav Shteinman questions. It is a great question. It is (23y °31991)?
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Rav Shteinman answers B'derech Ulai as a possibility. The Issurim to do things before Davening
or for that matter before Havdala are so that a person should be Mizdareiz to Daven. He should
have a Zrizus to go and Daven. He should have a Zrizus to make Havdala, he shouldn't wait.
That being the case where a person is not going to do it anyway, he is not going to Daven
anyway, it is impossible to tell you be sure that he is a Zariz because he is not holding by
Davening. He brings as a source for this a Gemara in Maseches Eiruvin 65a (14 lines from the
bottom) (o°»> nwHw %9500 HX 7177 12 R27 K" R) someone who travelled and was in a state of
Bahala because of difficult travelling. If his Bahala prevents him from Davening he doesn't have
to Daven. Somebody who has outside situations that prevent him from Davening it is not
Shayich to him this idea of being a Mizareiz.

4. Let me end with a question or two. The making of the Aron. Hashem commanded Moshe to
make an Aron and as far as that is concerned | understand the command was the second Luchos
and that is where it happened. But Rashi seems to say that it is a Sevara that it is logical where
am | going to put the Luchos. It was a logical compelling reason to make an Aron. If it is a
logical compelling reason | have a Kasha. Why did Moshe Rabbeinu wait until the second
Luchos to make an Aron to store them he should have done so when he went up for the first
Luchos. That seems to be a difficult question a question which cannot be easily resolved.

Thinking out loud | wonder when Moshe Rabbeinu went up the first time to Har Sinai did he
know that he was going to get two Luchos, did he know that he was going to get two stone
tablets with the Aseres Hadibros. If he didn't know then the question is answered. If he did then
the question remains.

5. One more question. We have in this week's Parsha the Mitzvah of (12772 ,p2%71) to go in
Hashem's ways which | believe is Mitzvah Taf Reish Yud Aleph. This is counted as a Mitzvah
by the Rambam and the Chinuch, to emulate Hashem. The question is that the Rambam in the
Shoresh Harivii in the fourth root rule of the Sefer Hamitzvos, the Rambam says any Mitzva
which is a Davar Klali which is general is not counted in the counting of Taryag. It is not
appropriate to count a Mitzvah like he brings for example in Parshas Mishpatim 23:13 (-7 952
MNYA ,02°7X *PnK) which is a general command so it is not one of the Taryag Mitzvos. Or Es
Chukosai Tishmoru Es Mishpatai Ta'asu. General Mitzvos don't count in the counting of Taryag

77777

What is specific about it that allows it to be counted as a Mitzvah?

Wishing everyone an absolutely wonderful Shabbos and looking forward I'Y*H to talking to you
again in a week from now. Good Shabbos to one and all!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5773

1. 1 would like to share with you two or three thoughts L'kavod Shabbos. The first starts from the
very beginning of this week's Parsha. We have here and we Lained it this week on Monday and
Thursday in 7:20 (02,7728 M) n2w? ,ay7xa-ny ,0x). We have this Neis of a wasp of some sort
which was used to destroy the Cannanim in Eretz Yisrael when Yehoshua went to conquer the
land. This was mentioned earlier in the Torah in Parshas Mishpatim 23:28. There it says ( *An2Yh
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TI9PN--"ANT-NR) CWIDT-NR IWI-NR LAY 577397 ,7vIxT-nR). There the Posuk says that the Tzira
will drive out 3 .(Ana-nY) "1w3123-NX M03-nY) out of the 6 nations will be driven out of Eretz
Yisrael by the Tzira. Somehow from Parshas Mishpatim to Parshas Eikev the job of the Tzira got
smaller. Look at this week’s Parsha, it says ( 2833 ,728-79 102,928 M) 12Y° ,AyE3-N% ,08
Pion--0no3m). It will destroy those who are leftovers, those who are hiding from you. In other
words the army will do battle and whoever the army misses the Tzira will come to destroy. It
seems that from Mishpatim to Eikev the job of the Tzira became much smaller.

If you look in Rashi in both places the Pele is even bigger. If you look in Parshas Mishpatim
(again in 23:28), Rashi says what does the Tzira do? (2°nn om 03X 072 72°0@Y). It says that it put a
poison in our enemies and they died. The Tzira actually killed our enemies. Then look at this
week'’s Parsha. Rashi says (77 oia npr annw ). Rashi here doesn't use the word Sam (poison)
but uses the word (77%) which means something bitter (o°1°y nX nx&no»1 1no707Y). It blinded them
and it made them unable to reproduce. Now if it killed them who cares that it blinded them? It
looks like here from Rashi that what the Tzira did was blinded them, harmed them and helped
Klal Yisrael destroy them. Again it is a tremendous Yerida from the Posuk in Parshas Mishpatim
to the Posuk here in Parshas Eikev. A Pele! | haven't seen anyone of the Miforshim here or in
Parshas Mishpatim that makes this point. What changed?

| would suggest that Yavo Rashi Shlishi V'yachri'a Bainaihem. There is a third Rashi that can
answer the Stira between these two. That Rashi is in Parshas Devorim 1:8. There, Rashi says ( 178
1 993% 097X 1 RY °9xn nw KY). It says that in conquering Eretz Yisrael they had to conquer
Eretz Yisrael by fighting a battle, by taking swords and taking tools of war. (2°%x2 15w &9 19R).
Had the Miraglim not been sent. (31 *%3% 0°>™x 77 X2). Then they would not have needed to
actually do battle. That Rashi answers the Stira between the other two. The first Rashi in Parshas
Mishpatim before the story of the Miraglim, there they would not have had to do battle in a
physical battle. There the Tzira would have done the job for them and would have destroyed.
Here in Parshas Eikev it is after the story of the Miraglim and everything changed. Here in fact
they had to do battle and the Tzira was only able to help them. This Yesod is that Yesod that it
says in the Drashas Haran.

The Drashas Haran has a Yesod that a person creates his own reality. Had they not sent the
Miraglim, then they could have done battle in a super natural way, through Shamayim. By
sending the Miraglim they said no we have to use strategy and have to know how to attack. They
created the reality. They Shlepped themselves down to a world in which they needed more
Hishtadlus and therefore, they had to exist in that level. This is the story of the Tzira and this
might help explain why in Sefer Yehoshua the Tzira is not a major force. It is mentioned all the
way at the end of the last Perek where Yehoshua mentions the Tzira in 24:12 (-n§ ,02°39% n2wx)
7ynxa). It is not a major force in the battle of conquering Eretz Yisrael.

2. Let's move on to a second thought based on the Parsha. | will begin with something that Rav
Schiller the Rosh Yeshiva here in Ohr Somayach said to me in the name of the Ponovitche Rav.
The Ponovitche Rav asked a question. The Medrash says that there are 10 famines that take place
in the world and it lists 10 famines starting of course from the famine of the time of Avraham
Avinu and the famine in the time of Yaakov and Yosef when they were in Mitzrayim. It lists 10
different times that there was a Ra'av (famine). The 10th that is mentioned is the Ra'av that the
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Navi foretells by Keitz Hayamim as is stated in Amos 8:11 (-X?) ,an%2 2y7-82 (782,297 "An2wm
T 0727 DR L YhwH-or 03--00m2 R’»y). That there will be a hunger and a thirst which will not be a
hunger for food or for drink but rather a hunger to know the Dvar Hashem. The Ponovitche Rav
asked a question. How do you group these 10 famines in one group? How can you do that? The 9
hungers were tragedies and people died. The 10th is the hunger, ( >3--1% Xpy¥-x9) ,00%2 2W7-X?
737 127 NR LYhw-ox). So if it is to hear the word of Hashem asks the Ponovitche Rav how do we
group that with the others?

The Ponovitche Rav answered that it is teaching us something. In a time of a hunger when
people unfortunately have nothing to eat, the nature is that a person takes a food wrapper or a
rind of a food and he licks it and imagines in his mind the taste that he thinks of what he is
eating. He really is not eating it but he licks the taste off the edge of the wrapper. In his mind he
imagines that he is eating. That is what happens during the Ra'av. The idea is to compare it to the
Ra'av of Keitz Hayamim. There will be the time of lkvisa D'meshicha, a hunger for Ruchnios
(spirituality). There are people who are going to be hungry for Ruchnios but they have no
connection to Torah. What are they going to do? They are going to grab on to Kabalistic
thoughts, to other types of thoughts, supernatural ideas and they are going to grab it like you see
today that there are many people who grab on and they have no connection to Torah and they
grab on to Kabbalah that has become so popular in the world. That is the sadness of this Ra'av
and the Puranios of this Ra'av is that people will mistake a different type of Ruchnios because
they are going to have a thirst for Ruchnios that is so great like in the time of hunger, so they will
grab anything.

What does that have to do with the Parsha? It has something to do. In the Talelai Oros on the
Parsha, he brings from the Igros Chazon Ish Cheilek Aleph letter 209. The Chazon Ish says that
it is strange Parshas Devraim, Vaeschanan, Eikev, Moshe is warning Klal Yisrael about Avoda
Zora. When you read it and we think wow we are much better then them we don't have this
Yeitzer Hora for Avoda Zora. It doesn't affect us. Boruch Hashem the Yeitzer Hora of Avodah
Zora is gone and when we read these Parshios we just feel that we are on a higher level.

Says the Chazon Ish no. Before the Yeitzer Hora of Avoda Zora fell away, what existed? What
existed was a thirst for spiritual things. A thirst for something more than the Gashmios we have
in the world. It misled people as the Ponovitche Rav said when there is a hunger for spirituality
you grab anything. People grabbed on to Avodah Zora and to things that in their mind where
spiritual even though they had no connection to the true spiritual wellspring of Torah and Avoda.
Therefore, today we are not on a higher level we are on a lower level. We don't have the thirst for
Ruchnios. We are thrown into a Gashmios world. In a Gashmios world without a thirst for
Ruchnios there is no thirst for Avoda Zora but there is a price to be paid. The price to be paid for
the Bittul of the Yeitzer Hora of Avoda Zora is that the power of the person to seek desperately a
hunger and a thirst for spirituality, that doesn't exist. That we have to work on. Otherwise we
find ourselves as we find sadly even Bnei Torah around the world suddenly become inundated
with a thirst and a hunger for all types of pleasures, all types of fanciness, all types of other
things. The desire would be that we should have a thirst and a hunger, a famine for Ruchnios and
know where to go to get our fix, to be able to get the Ruchnios. These are two thoughts on the
Parsha.
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3. For my third thought of this week, | would like to share with you a Dvar Halacha, something
which I heard discussed here in Yerushalayim. It was the following Shaila. There were two Jews
who were having a Din Torah and we will call them Reuvain and Shimon. Reuvain went over to
a well known Rosh Yeshiva who is known as a Tzaddik and asked him to Daven that he be
successful in his Din Torah. He gave a generous donation to the Yeshiva. The Din Torah took
place and unfortunately Reuvain didn't win the Din Torah. The Bais Din Paskened like Shimon.
Reuvain observed that as soon as the Psak came down, Shimon pulled out his cell phone and
made a call. Who did he make a call to? The same Rosh Yeshiva that Reuvain had approached.
Shimon tells the Rosh Yeshiva thank you for Davening on my behalf, it worked and | won the
Din Torah. Obviously the Rosh Hayeshiva had been approached by two individuals, Reuvain and
Shimon. Each asked that the Rosh Yeshiva pray on his behalf that he win a Din Torah and the
Rosh Yeshiva did not know that they were opposite each other in the Din Torah. So the Rosh
Yeshiva had Davened for Reuvain and he had Davened for Shimon. Reuvain now went back to
the Rosh Yeshiva and asked for a refund of his money saying | deserve to get my money back.
After all, I gave you the money on the condition that your Tefillos will help me in my Din Torah.
It turns out that just as you were Davening on my behalf you were Davening on behalf of the
person sitting opposite me. So you didn't end up with a net result of Davening on my behalf. If
so, it is a Mekach Ta'us and | deserve my money back. This is the Shaila that has been going
around.

The Psak the way it is being told here is the following. It is not a Stira at all, it is not a
contradiction. Reuvain did end up successful in the Din Torah. The Gemara says that to be
successful in a Din Torah the right thing should come out. If someone goes to a Din Torah of
course he wants to win. But if the Din is that he should pay then it is his good fortune that Bais
Din forces him to pay. Because after all it is not good to have someone else's money. The
Gemara in Maseches Sanhedrin says that if you lose a Din Torah and you have to pay you should
go out of the Bais Din singing the praise to Hashem that you didn't end up taking money that you
are not deserving of. Therefore, the Psak as it is being repeated is that Reuvain does not get a
refund, the Tefilla did help. He Davened for both Reuvain and Shimon that they be successful in
their Din Torah. Successful in true success, success from Shamayim. That was the Psak and of
course that Psak is a beautiful Mussar for anybody who has to go through a Din Torah. However,
my Ha'orah is that it is very nice in Derech Hamussar to say such a thing that in Shamayim of
course it is better your Neshamah is happy if you are supposed to lose the Din Torah and you
lose it. However, that wasn't what Reuvain paid for. When Reuvain paid he meant that he should
win the Din Torah. He was not paying that the Tefilla should be for a successful Din Torah, he
was paying to win the Din Torah. Now you might say that he is a Rasha, he is not right, he is
wrong. Say what you want. But at the end of the day that is what he paid for. It would seem to
me that he is in fact entitled to a refund. Who is right? Am I right or are they right? Think it over
for yourself.

4. The question of the week is: There is an apparent difference between this week's Parsha and
Parshas Netzavim. In our Parsha we find that the Torah tells Klal Yisrael in 10:16 ( nx ,on7m
02327 n?7y). You have a job to do, a Bris Milah. Not a Bris Milah in the traditional sense but
(2222% N2y n¥ ,onom). But rather that you should do the Bris Milah on the stubbornness of your
heart. Ok we understand the concept. In Parshas Netzavim after Revii in 30:6 it says ( 1) 2m
TV 229-nX) ,7229-nN% 719K). That Hashem will do the Bris Milah on your heart and the heart of
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your children. (721 Jwn%--qw93-2223 7237-222 , 7778 )7°-nX 720%7). Which one is it, is it our job or
is it Hashem's job? Maybe by Parshas Netzavim I will be able to share an answer with you.

Wishing everyone an absolutely wonderful Shabbos. I hope that you should continue a summer
of Aliya and 1Y"H Halevai we should all come here to beautiful Yerushalayim a place of
Ruchnios. If you look for it you will find it Bim'haira B'yamainu Amen!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5772

| would like to share with you a few thoughts today. The first one is one which is connected to
Nach and of course gives me a special interest. | will start with the connection to Nach and then
work our way through the Parsha as well.

The Gemara says in Maseches Megillah 16b (18 lines from the bottom) ( w27 X955 92 X2°117 27 0K
291 T W PIN TPIR S22 9¥ 739297 71027 023 DY IR NMI2N21 1210 MW 0 RNTMN 793 WOR XYW M
7977 PN RAN K7W 0" 73027 223 5Y 291 100K 0ax By aRw i) that all of the Shiros in Tanach
are written like the Shiras Hayam. They are written as bricks in alternating blocks of words.
Except for the Shira of the Bnei Haman and the Shira of the kings of Canaan which is in
Yehoshua at the end of Perek 12 which is written like two piles of bricks, two piles of names. As
if to say that these people should never be rebuilt.

Once on Purim someone asked the Vilna Gaon why the Gemara says (107917 7m0 Xan Row),
meaning there should be no time that they stand up again. It should say that the Bnei Haman died
and they never came back. The kings of Canaan died and they never came back. (X1n &5w) is the
future.

The GRA in his usual style answered rather cryptically. Rav Avraham Danzig (1748 - 1820) the
author of the Chayei Adam was sitting at the Purim Seuda and he asked the GRA to explain. The
GRA pointed to a Ramban on the Parsha and with that the Chayei Adam said he understood.

What he understood was that we are talking not about the kings of Canaan or Haman's children
themselves but about the Sar Shel Uma, about the heavenly angel that is the master of each
nation. He said that even though the Bnei Haman died and the Malchei Canaan were killed, their
Sar, their angel of the nation the influence of the nation still exists. We know that the influence
of Amaleik exists. Therefore, they hint of the structure in Tanach is (107912 7mpn Xon XOW).
There is a prayer that they should never again have great power even though they still exist. This
is a Vort on Megillas Esther and on Sefer Yehoshua.

From where does it come to have a connection to the Parsha? In this week's Parsha in 11:4 ( 2¢/x)
D 01T TV ,707 07N 50970K .97 ,0I9-0Y AI0-02 "R-NY ET WY 129771 1907 2M1¥n 207 Apy)
Moshe Rabbeinu recalls (an %m0 gy 2wx1) that which Hashem did to the armies of Egypt,
(12997 vpa07) with the horses and their riders, (22°0% ,09772 ,00°19-%Y 7I0-02 *R-NY 7°¥7 WR) who
were drowned in the Yam Suf, (733 oi*1 79,7 o7281)Hashem destroyed them until this day.
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The Ramban asks (2°723% 271 02w J728 0°2 2°naa 92 02, ava 7" ave nivan x?) everybody
who is dead is dead until this day. What is the Posuk saying that Hashem is destroying the
Egyptians up until this day?

The GRA answers (120791 »o10?) that the Pshat is Hashem destroyed the Egyptian army and the
rider. The rider is a reference to the Sar Shel Mitzrayim, that angel in heaven that had the
influence of ancient Egypt. Here the Posuk is saying that they were destroyed (713 oi*a 7). The
influence of Mitzrayim is gone forever. Whatever Nitzotsos of Kedusha that existed in that
nation is gone forever.

Rav Schorr used to say in the name of one of the Admorei Gur on a Gemara in Maseches
Berachos 9b (12 lines from the top) which is tomorrow's Daf in Daf Yomi. It says ( n& 1%
D°37 72 PRY 7700 MIRWY MR "N PRT 02 PRY ATINND MRwYw 7a9n onk 1" 00%n). When Klal
Yisrael left Mitzrayim it was emptied out totally. Pashut Pshat is that they emptied it of its
wealth. Rav Schorr would say they were emptied of their Nitzotsos Hakedusha. The Sar of
Mitzrayim was gone forever. That is referenced by (120791 1°010%). That is the Pshat in ( o¥n 7y
o).

The GRA said that that is not the way it works with Amaleik or the kings of Canaan. Their
influence still exists. That is why we need a prayer (yn2on% m2pn &an Xow). This is a beautiful
Vort of the GRA.

We know that the Ramban in his words hides secrets of Torah by writing his words simply. |
invite you to look up this Ramban in this week's Parsha 11:4. He asks why does it say ( >n1°2n &7
0°72IR 07 07 772K 022 2°nnn 9o 00 " ara " avw) until this day. He answers in what sounds
very simply. He says (1010 93 *3 ,X%7:7 77 932 278771 2371 010 TARW ,12377) 1°0107 N XIW 190N
TV 2 D101 257 K22 799w 179%m1 AN L0710 17aRY MY ROXIT 0°I¥N2 WR WD H1 257) the horses
and the riders (the army) were destroyed and the Egyptians don't have another strong army until
today. If you read the words simply it just means that they didn't have a strong army again. Some
nations are destroyed and then do come back with a strong army. They didn't.

The GRA gives us the insight. The Hesber, the secret of what the Ramban is writing means that
the Sar Shel Mayla the influence of Mitzrayim is gone forever. A beautiful thought an insight, a
lesson in the Pshat in the Posuk, and a lesson that is Nogea for Nach as well.

Let us move on to a Mussar Vort connected to the Parsha. Moshe Rabbeinu in recounting what
took place says in 9:9 (h72 awx)) | sat on the mountain of Har Sinai. Now the Gemara in
Maseches Megillah 21a (2 lines from the bottom) says what is also a Rashi on this Posuk ( awx)
720Y WY XOR 72°w° PR :9n2). Moshe Rabbeinu said | stayed on the mountain. Now we already
know that Moshe Rabbeinu was there for 40 days. So the question is what is it teaching us in
addition to where Moshe says (172 awR))?

Rav Moshe in the Darash Moshe says a beautiful thought. He says that it is very important that
when a person sits and learns that his other responsibilities are not on his mind. When a person
sits and learns, Rav Moshe says, he should learn as if there is nothing else, as if there are no
other distractions, as if he has no place else to go. He may know that he has to go someplace in
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an hour but until the hour is up he should be sitting as if he has no other thought on his mind.
That is the key to Hatzlacha in learning. Any person who struggles to sit and learn and not be
distracted knows that that is the major Nisayon, the major test of being able to learn properly.
Moshe Rabbeinu says (172 2wx)) | was only there for 40 days but ( W% R9X 72°w° PR 172 AWK
720v). | wasn't there as if | am a temporary resident. | sat and learned as if there is no distraction
in the world. What | am doing now is all that exists. Rav Moshe says this is the key to be able to
learn brief periods of time with Hatzlacha. You have 10 minutes to pull out a Sefer, the key is
that for those 10 minutes you are thinking of nothing else. That is your focus. When a person can
do that then he has Hatzalacha in his learning.

It is not only in his learning. When a person does a Mitzvah. A Gabbai of Tzedakah who is
collecting for Tzedakah should feel the Tzedakah that he is collecting for (assuming it is
legitimate) is the most important cause in the world. There may be more important Tzedakas,
however, when you are working for a cause you should feel that the cause for which you are
doing is the cause that counts.

In next week's Parsha, Parshas Re'ei there is a Nesivas Shalom in the beginning of the Parsha on
page 77. He writes that they once asked an Adom Gadol what is the most important thing we
need to do in our Avodas Hashem? This Adom Gadol responded that which you are doing now,
if you are Davening now, if you are learning now, if you are doing Chesed now, you are
performing a Mitzvah. What you need to do now is the most important thing in the world. That is
the attitude a person should have when he is Osek in a Mitzvah, in Davening, in Learning. There
is nothing else that is more important. The truth is it is that way. Even if a person comes upon a
Mitzvah D'rabbanan, at the time that he is doing the Mitzvah it is more important than his
Learning. Talmud Torah K'negged Kulam but not at this moment. When you set out to do
something, there should be nothing more important in the world. It should be the focus. What an
important lesson.

For my third and final Vort of the day is one of the favorite Vorts of the Chasam Sofer. It is an
insight. 1 do not remember where it is printed, however, it is not in the Toras Moshe. In the
Parsha it says in 8:8 (m¥i mon vx). It describes Eretz Yisrael as the land of (193,770 mon v
VAT W NI-vIN ;1) akn), the 7 beautiful Pairos of the land. Afterwards in the next Posuk it
says (7772 7°328 WX 1X), a land whose stones are iron. It is hard to see the Pshat.

Agav, Rav Schwab in Mayan Beis Hashoeva (page # 403 top two paragraphs on the right side of
the page) has an interesting Pshat. He says there are many minerals in the earth so that the fruits
are full of healthy minerals.

The Chasam Sofer though says (2172 7328 WX 7I8). The Gemara says in Maseches Taanis 4a
(10 lines from the top) (7°112 ROX AR PN 98 2112 P1AR WR PR 2°nd7). The Talmidai
Chachamim of Eretz Yisrael are like iron. (1"n 11°X 517920 nwp wRw 1'"n %5 WX 27 x1). A Talmid
Chochom has to be tough, tough as metal, tough as iron.

On that the Chasam Sofer says that the Gemara is referring physically to Eretz Yisrael. In Chutz

L'aretz we find Chazals that talk about the Nichusa, the calmness of the Gedolim in Chutz
L'aretz. Gedolim in Eretz Yisrael have to have the toughness, the strength we see today. The

41



strength of the Gedolim in Eretz Yisrael, to demand from Bnei Yisrael the best in what people
have to do.

There is a depth of thought to that. The depth of thought is that real Kedusha is in Eretz Yisrael.
Chazal say there is no Nevua that can begin in Chutz L'aretz. There is no Melech of a Yisrael in
Chutz L'aretz. Of course there can be no Kohen Gadol in Chutz L'aretz. Even a Nazir Al Pi Din
is supposed to move to Eretz Yisrael. Kedusha is centralized in Eretz Yisrael. A Jew in Chutz
L'aretz has to adapt. Living in Chutz L'aretz is built on Pesharos.

Like an astronaut who goes to the moon. An astronaut in outer space makes a lot of Pesharos in
his physical comforts. He doesn't have the shower, or the food, or the bed. When he goes out he
goes out dressed in layer upon layer of clothing and equipment. An astronaut can't go out without
a hat on, imagine that. When somebody is out of his natural environment a lot of adaptations
have to be made to survive.

Klal Yisrael in Chutz L'aretz, we made a lot of Pesharos in our Frumkeit. It is an important thing
to realize now that Hashem has blessed us with a Yishuv in Eretz Yisrael. To realize that we can
do better in Chutz L'aretz. (172 7128 WX pIXR) & (7"'n 0K 21120 awp 2xw 1"'n 92). The real way
is the way of Eretz Yisrael. The way of doing things properly. I was in Yerushalayim. There are
4 Eiruvin around Yerushalayim. The Rabbanut has an Eiruv, The Bedatz has an Eiruv, the Aguda
has an Eiruv, and then of course there is an Eiruv for people who don't hold of any of those 3. So
there are many Eiruvin and still people ask you do you carry or don't you carry?

In Brooklyn there is an Eiruv that may or may not be good. In Yerushalayim it is a Shaila of a
D'rabbanan. In Chutz L'aretz it is a Shaila of a D'oraissa. In Chutz L'aretz people do carry. Eretz
Yisrael is a place of being Yotzi Kol Hashittos, of excellence in Avodas Hashem. In Chutz
L'aretz we who live here have to realize we fool ourselves, we can do better, we can do more, we
can emulate Eretz Yisrael. Many of you were learning in Eretz Yisrael on a higher level. You
can be Kone that back. You can get pieces of that. You can strive for it, you can move towards it.
Chutz L'aretz is adapting, making compromises. We can do better. (7172 7°28 WX yoX). The
influence of Eretz Yisrael is that we too should be tough like iron. To have that Midda of ( yax
5172 713K wR) a land whose strength is (3172).

The question of the week is: This Kasha was heard from Rav Elyashiv when he gave Shiurim in
Maseches Shabbos a few summers ago. | don't remember if | spoke about in a previous year on
Parshas Eikev, you may find it by looking back. He said a Teretz but I will leave you just with
the Kasha as something to discuss.

In the Parsha it says in 8:8 (W71 ,7aW N°I-y7N ;79871 738m3 193,779 Avn vax). The Gemara in
Maseches Berachos 41a (16 lines from the bottom) says ( °27 X2>nX1 Ao 27 WART 2°7P7 707 "R
WIATY AW NPT PIR AT TIRNY 19N TV 00 POR MR 15727 277 AT P1092 2T 22 pne). That
that is the order in which you make a Beracha. If you are about to make a Borei Pri Ha'eitz and
you have in front of you some grapes and some pomegranates which one comes first? You look
at the Posuk. (w273 ,170% no-v7R ;797 73801 193,779y mwn vR). Grapes are before pomegranates
so you make a Beracha on the (j93). That is what the Gemara says. Is this a Drasha or an
Asmachta?
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Rav Elyashiv pointed out that on 41a it is a Drasha because the Gemara says that this Drasha
argues with a different Braissa which Darshuns the Posuk differently. If it would be only an
Asmachta then it wouldn't be arguing. So therefore, it must be a Din D'oraissa that you must
make a Beracha on the earliest Peiri that is mentioned in the Posuk.

Rav Elyashiv asks a Beracha Rishona is only a Din D'rabbanan so how can it be that there is a
Din D'oraissa on the order of the Berachos if the entire idea of Berachos is only a D'rabbanan? A
Gevaldige Kasha. He had a very unique Teretz and it is printed in a Sefer that has his Ha'aros on
Maseches Berachos.

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5771

7:12 The first Dvar Torah is from Rav Mordechai Druk in his Sefer Darash Mordechai page #
115. I am very often in Eretz Yisrael for Parshas Eikev and | would like to share a thought that I
heard from him at least twice. The first Posuk in the Parsha, ( ,7%%7 0o0ownag nX ,Pynwa apy mom
PNIAR? VAW WK ,TO0I-NR) NOI23-NK LT P9 N7 me--onk oy apne). It talks about a
deal. In exchange for Klal Yisrael listening to the laws, Hakadosh Baruch Hu promises a reward.
Rashi (nynwn 1apya w7 aIxw m>pa mxnn oxk nwnawn apy 7o) translates Eikev here as a reference
to Mitzvos that seem less significant to people and which are very often ignored. Rashi says that
this is what the Posuk is referring to.

Rav Druk asks two questions. Question # 1, Rashi always follows Pshat and not Drush. When
Rashi follows Drush he had a Kasha that forced him to go in that direction. The word Eikev,
however, is a word that means "because" as in Beraishis 26:5 ( ,7by ;°%P2 07728 yny-1ws ,2py
09iN *nipn ,°n"in ,newn), Eikev, because Avrohom listened to my voice. Here too ( 2py mm
PRI DweYRD nX Pwnawn), because you will listen to these Mishpatim etc... there is a deal. What
forced Rashi to leave the simple Pshat is question # 1.

Question # 2, very often in the Torah we find this type of expression where Hakadosh Baruch Hu
makes some type of deal with Klal Yisrael, if you do this you will be rewarded with that. The
exchange here in this Parsha seems to be pretty generous. It is not in line so to speak with the
deals that take place elsewhere in the Chumash are found. For example, in the second Parsha of
Shema which we have in this week's Parsha 11:13 ( 7337 iR WX ,*N.3%0-28 wawn yhy-ar 70
DWHI-7223 ,0022%-292 ,172¥%7 ,09108 N-ny magRy--0ia ,09ny), If you will listen to the Mitzvos
and show love to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, serve him with all your heart and all your soul that is the
first part of the deal that Klal Yisrael gives. The second half of the deal is that Hashem will give
rain and plentiful bounty and grass as it says in the next Posuk 11:14 - 11:15 ( 22¥8-7v» A0 7

rrrrrrrrrr

deal.

Here at the beginning of the Parsha what Klal Yisrael gives seems to be the same ( 2py mm
onk oy opnYY ,aRa oowswnag nR Lpvnwn). If you listen to the Mitzvos and keep them, then
what? There is a great list of rewards. There are many rewards. (-nN¥) N°123-nN% ,72 3728 27 WY
THIR-TAW TR AYID) TIIT ADRTR-0T WD 1157377 72,7308 2 DIAK? VIV WK 7900
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ANYY Y TR N7 DMYE-09R LN N3 T TP D7 THIND YIWI-IWN LRINT 0¥ LTINS DNy
O PRIW-222 ,0001 72 O XD LOYT) WK 2°YI7 0I%N M170-73) 700-22 LA ) 10 10 Ann3
R WRin-"2 ,0mEoR-NY 7y X9 ;0mRy APy 0Inn-X2--77 03 TR M0 WK LDonYa-22-NR NN
72 ...). The reward for this first part of the Posuk seems to be out of balance with the typical
language of the Torah.

Rav Druk would also quote in Parshas Beshalach that there is a reward, 15:26 ( yiny-ox 8
,DI§0 CARY-IWR T0RT-22--YR0-22 BNRYY , OUIEn nIINDY ,AWyn vPYR W 308 00 2107 vown
XD, IR 02 L, °hY owR-XY). It is a nice reward. What do you have to do to get that? The deal
is, (07 DIIND) ,APYR PPYR W), TR N 2IP? yown ying-ox mRtpn-22 n7pw) ,rn). Basically
you follow all the laws and this is the reward. Again, what Klal Yisrael has to contribute is
similar to what is found at the beginning of this Parsha and what Klal Yisrael receives in the deal
is much less, (79y o°irr-82 ,007¥n2 "may-wR anna-73). The second question that Rav Druk asks
is that there seems to be a lack of balance here between what Klal Yisrael contributes in this deal
and what the Ribbono Shel Olam gives as the reward?

Rav Druk answered that these two questions actually answer each other. The second question,
the deal seems too good is what bothered Rashi. For that reason Rashi tells us that there is
something very special here in the part that Klal Yisrael is contributing. ( nx ,pw»wn 2py 1M
onk ,on° w1 opnYh avRg oowswnn). If you translate Eikev as because, because you do these
Mitzvos, it is not enough to get such a reward. Therefore Rashi says that Eikev is a reference to
the Mitzvos that people start to perform improperly because they are routine constant Mitzvos.
These are Mitzvos that people sometimes start to ignore (Yapva w7 axw mbpa mxnn oX). The
lesson is that the Schar for those Mitzvos is so great because Hakadosh Baruch Hu knows the
weakness of the human being. Hakadosh Baruch Hu knows that human beings find it difficult to
perform Mitzvos properly when they are Mitzvos that come up all the time. For that reason we
have here a special Schar.

Rav Druk would mention Bentching as an example. He would say the following. When we make
the Beracha on the Shofar on Rosh Hashono how is the Beracha made? BARUCH, ATAH,
HASHEM, Elokeinu Melech Haolam... it is made in a very loud voice with each word
enunciated and majestically.

How do we Bentch? We say Boruch Atah Hashem Elokeinu Melech Haolam in a regular voice.
If we would Bentch in the same loud voice as the way that we make the Beracha on Shofar,
people would think that he his nuts! Why? The Beracha of Bentching is a Mitzva D'oraissa and
the Beracha of the Shofar is only a D'rabbanan, it is not M'akeiv in the Mitzva of the
Shofar. Why is it that the Beracha of Bentching is done by mumbling the words and the Beracha
of Shofar is pronounced so majestically? That answer is that Bentching is a constant Mitzvah
that as Rashi says (»apva w1 o7Rw nyopn mxnn). Therefore, it is very difficult to do it properly.
That was the message.

This message hit home for me because | am someone who does blow Shofar in Shul on Rosh
Hashono. | do make the Beracha in a loud voice. When I heard this thought from Rav Druk |
resolved at least for a short while | would Bentch and say the Boruch Atah Hashem Elokeinu
Melech Haolam in the tone that | say the Beracha on the Shofar and have the Kavana. | wasn't
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going to do it out loud but at least for myself. This was on a Shabbos afternoon. At Melava
Malka when | Bentched | forgot about it entirely. On Sunday when | Bentched | remembered and
started the Baruch with that Kavana but by the time | got to Melech Haolam | was saying things
normally. | didn't know if | was daydreaming or what but it became very difficult. | saw the Vort
how hard it is. This then is the lesson of (»»apya w7 QIRY MopPa M¥Hn).

8:8 Let me move on to a second Vort on the Parsha that is found in the Sefer Haksav V'hakabala
(Rabbi Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg 1785-1865 a Talmid of Rabbi Akiva Eiger) on page # 378 and
it is an interesting Yedi'a for Kol Hatorah Kula. Let me be Makdim by explaining the problem
that he is coming to answer.

Very often in the Torah there are nouns and adjectives. There are words that come together. For
example, Bnei Avraham Yitzchok V'yaakov. The word Bnei, sons of Avraham, Yitzchok, and
Yaakov doesn't appear three times. It is one Bnei. Yet we find by Bnei Gad Uvnei Reuvain when
they come to ask for a separate Cheilek in Eretz Yisrael we find in the Posuk in Bamidbar 32:2
(32387 °323 ,73-°32 3847) that the Posuk repeats itself by the word Bnei.

What is the rule? When does it repeat itself and does it not? In the beginning of this week's
Parsha we find in 7:13 (3nn78-"191 7302-19). It talks about the fruits of your womb and fruits of
your land. It says Pri twice.

In Parshas Vayakheil it says 39:1 (¥7p3 >732-n% Wy ;WP2 s 17-732 y) where Bigdei is
used twice.

Or in Chaya Sarah 24:53 (277 °221 193-"22 72y R¥i"). It doesn't say Klei Kesef V'zav. Utensils are
gold and silver. In these places it says the noun twice.

On the other hand in this week's Parsha in Posuk 8:8 (7i%7) maxn 1937 ,m7v3 mwun vaR) it says the
word Eretz once when it says a land of and mentions many fruits. It could have said Eretz Chita,
Eretz S'ora...

Or 11:20 (3 yw2a3 302 ninm). It could have said Mezuzos Baisecha and Mezuzos Bisharecha. In
short the question is when does the Torah express things longhand so to speak by mentioning the
noun twice or the descriptive word twice or when does the Torah use the noun once with many
descriptive words?

There is a beautiful Geder. He says the following. Whenever the noun is one item and there are
three descriptions of the noun so if all three are mentioned that the noun is only mentioned once.
However, when it is referring to separate things then it repeats the noun like by (231 *%21 192-°%3),
utensils of silver and utensils of gold. Or in Esther 1:7 (231w 0°%2n 0°92)) where the Kailim were
very different, there could be silver or gold utensils which are very different. (-9 73v2-79
3nn7R) The fruits of your womb and the fruits of your land. Different fruits and therefore it is
twice. However, by Mezuza where it is the same Mezuza it doesn't say it twice. The rules of the
Mezuza of the doorpost is the same whether it is a doorpost of a home or of a gateway.
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(3277 max; 1937, men vaR) A land of wheat of vineyard... It is the same land, a land that has
all these things. One noun when all the descriptions refer to one thing. Separate nouns when it
refers to different things. That is the Geder that he offers and it fits in well.

Bnei Avraham Yitzchok V'yaakov are one people and Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvain are separate
people because Bnei Gad is one group and Bnei Reuvain is another group. Therefore there are
two Bnei. What a beautiful rule.

Rav Pam used to say that by Shemone Esrei we start by saying Elokai Avraham, Elokai
Yitzchok, V'elokai Yaakov. Here we say Elokai by each of the Avos. Why is the word Elokai
repeated three times? Especially in light of this rule. It is only one Hashem who is the Ribbono
Shel Olam of Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov. Why do we say Elokai Avraham, Elokai
Yitzchok, V'elokai Yaakov?

Rav Pam would answer that Avraham discovered Hakadosh Baruch Hu in his own way,
Yitzchok discovered Hakadosh Baruch Hu in his own way, and Yaakov discovered Hakadosh
Baruch Hu in his own way. It is one Hashem, however, people connect to the Ribbono Shel
Olam each with his own path. Elokainu V'elokai Avosainu, our Hashem and the Hashem of our
forefathers. Each person has a connection to the Borei Olam that works for him. Therefore, the
rule is a lesson in Shemone Esrei. When we say Elokai Avraham, Elokai Yitzchok, V'elokai
Yaakov, we realize that we connect to Hakadosh Baruch Hu through Avraham with the Midda of
Chesed. Elokai Yitchok, some people connect to the Borei Olam through Gevura and Kannais.
Some people are connecting with Elokai Yaakov which is connecting to the Borei Olam through
the Midda of Emes. It is one Hashem.

The following Dvar Torah was said by Parshas Beshalach 5771 and | have pasted it here:

15:26 (899,717 "8 °2 ,77Y DR-X? 0783 mniy-wR a2nna-22) This is a promise to Klal Yisrael
that they will be well taken care of by the Borei Olam. Many Meforshim ask that it says at the
beginning of the Posuk (7%y Dx-8% ,0m%n2 mav-awk nona-22) that the diseases that
Mitzrayim had will not befall Klal Yisrael (7899 ,7)7 "% °3) because | am Hashem who heals
you. First of all, why do you need to be healed if you don't have any (7%g») in the first place?
Secondly, what is the (*2) because | am Hashem who heals you that is the reason that there is no
(7%0n)? The Posuk doesn't seem to make sense.

Rav Druk (in his Sefer Darash Mordechai in the Shemos volume on page # 144) K'darko
prefaces his Teretz by talking about an incident. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach was in the
Hospital and he expressed himself to the doctor in Hebrew using the word Yissurim for the pain
he was feeling. The doctor asked him what are Yissurim as it is not a modern Hebrew word. So
he answered him that K'aivim, | have pain. Afterwards, Rav Shlomo Zalman thought about it.
Why is it that in Rabbinic Hebrew, Klal Yisrael gave a name Yissurim to pain?

When a Yid has pain he tells himself (Eikev 8:5) (77921 ,7°7%% 1177 ,112-N% wX 792 W3 ,*3). That
when Hakadosh Baruch Hu causes a person to have pain it is for a purposeful reason just like
when sometimes a person has to punish his child so he realizes that it is for a purpose. That is
why the name Yissurim is given by Yidden to some sort of a Tzar.
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Rav Druk says, (7°7y o8-8 ,071%n2 *an-1wR 7010-23) Mitzrayim got punished for the sake of
punishment. That Hakadosh Baruch Hu says he will not give Klal Yisrael. Ai we see that Klal
Yisrael does suffer from illnesses, Tzar, and discomfort? (3x%59 ,7)7 "1% °3) Hakadosh Baruch Hu
says that when I the Ribbono Shel Olam give you some sort of disease some sort of a Patch, it is
not L'sheim Patch, It is not just a punishment. When the Ribbono Shel Olam gives it then that is
something that is being done for a Refuah, to help heal something. So the (>3) fits well. (-92
RO, I 02 L,THY DR-RD ,008n2 oAn-wR a%0na) when | Hakadosh Baruch Hu cause a
difficulty to you it is (7899) as a Refuah.

9:14 (vamn ,27) DIXY-1a7 LANIR LAPYR) Ya nonn ,0pY-NY AOR) ,07TRYR) Inn 777) The question
of the week is: Moshe Rabbeinu says that Hashem told him to leave me alone and | will destroy
Klal Yisrael. The Gemara in Maseches Berachos 32a (21 lines from the top) ( 77 nwn & ' 727
DRIW? 22w KOR 79173 T2 NN D190 TNITAR T Awn Awn? 73" WITRN IR K YR 027 K 71 77 081 T
1 777 (0 0°727) MRY 111 N2T2 113 12 7 KDY AW DW N0 Wwn TN 02 917 IR IRLA PRI 1PWo
7797 17197 7O 112 9V DYIw Tn SWn 20 WpAY 79502 PINND TAY M 02 9N AT 127 W IR OTNWR)
T 927 MR TN 0197 2WPW T TN RONOR T MK 12712 02 XN 1°ID? AW 12K M 1T
Y22 Ty o1 02 "17n) says that Moshe Rabbeinu felt weak from being able to defend the Jewish
people, however, when he heard Hashem say leave me alone and | will destroy them, he
understood that Hashem was hinting that if you leave me alone | will destroy them, but if you
Daven your prayer will be answered. So Moshe Rabbeinu heard (o7nwx) ,>3mn 777), Hashem
commanded him to leave him alone so that he can could destroy them and with that he
understood Hashem was hinting that if you pray they will be saved. It is beautiful. So what is the
question.

In last week's Parsha Hashem said in 3:26 (773 9272 ,71 °2% 727 79in-2%). Hakadosh Baruch Hu
says regarding Moshe Rabbeinu's request to go into Eretz Yisrael not to talk to him again about
this thing. Why didn't Moshe Rabbeinu understand it the same way that if he does talk to
Hashem he will be let in to Eretz Yisrael? Why not the same message as he understood in this
week's Parsha that he should continue to Daven? Tzorech lyun Gadol!

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5770
Rebbi is in Yerushalayim and he spoke a little about the Ir Hakodesh.

The Chasam Soifer asks a Kasha. Yirmiyahu 31:14 - 16 232 °73 v 772 2ip ;00 mR a9 7
STPYY L0030 290 OvIn ) MR 9w 8RR 0D L7129V anImh mINn a02-by naan bm--n*mnn
029237 ,0°13 12 7)70-083 ,A0PIGR? MPpR-) T 2R PRGN 2W) ,7)7-083 I07¥97 DY v 03 v We
are all familiar with the idea of Rachel Mevakeish Al Baneha that because Rachel weeps
Hashem promises V'shavu Vanim Lig'vulam. The question is that the promise of V'shavu Vanim
Lig'vulam really has nothing to do with Rachel herself as the Posuk in Devarim 30:3 7177 2y 2
TRV LPRR T X007 WK L0RYT-220 T%3P) W) 57007 ,ANw-ny TPy already says that we will
return, so what is special about Rachel? It says it already in Parshas Netzavim? What was Rachel
Mevakeish? Rachel asked that Klal Yisrael should return to Eretz Yisrael prior to Mashiachs
arrival.
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So the Ribbono Shel Olam answered her that in the Zechus of her tears it will happen. Before
Mashiach comes, people will return to Eretz Yisrael. A Vort like this, if someone would say it
today it wouldn't be so meaningful. The Chasam Sofer wrote it at a time that almost no one lived
in Yerushalayim. He writes that at that time Yidden only lived in Tzefas and not in
Yerushalayim. There is something more important about what the Chasam Sofer says. The
reason for Rachel's Bakasha is, that Rachel asked that our coming to Yerushalayim before
Mashiachs time should be as a tool to be better people and be better Ovdei Hashem.

If you look today at Yerushalayim everything has been built up in the last few decades and it is a
big opportunity to go to Yerushalayim.

8:3-4 1727 aga-2y K2 03,7371 R cPDAR YT K9 ,AYT-RY WK 127-D8 77287 ,72577) L7300 3
DOYIW LA--TRER KD LT LTV 073 XD AngpW T DR MM -0 R¥M-92-9%Y °3--0787
Y Moshe Rabbeinu tells Klal Yisrael that Hashem pained you and you were hungry and he fed
you Man. What does pain and hunger have to do with the Man?

Rav Moshe says a beautiful Vort in the Darash Moshe. The clothing did not become worn out or
ripped in the Midbar. With food it could have been the same. There was no reason why they had
to eat in the Midbar. However, Klal Yisrael had to be on a Madreiga to exist without eating. Klal
Yisrael was not on that high Madreiga and Hakadosh Baruch Hu caused Klal Yisrael to become
hungry, so they had to eat. So the Ribbono Shel Olam fed Klal Yisrael the Man.

Rebbi's Shver likes to say over the following Vort. We know that the Man fell based on the
Tzidkos of the person. For a big Tzaddik the Man fell at his doorway. For someone who is not
such a big Tzaddik it fell further away. For someone who didn't have any Tzidkos at all it fell
Chutz Lamachane and he had to go out to retrieve it.

There was some Baalei Gaiva in the Midbar that thought they fooled everybody. However, their
Man fell Chutz Lamachane in order for everyone to see who they really were. They pretended
that the Man fell right by their doorway. (72v72 ,7337), they became pained because of their
hunger that was induced by their Gaava in that it didn't Pas for them to go to Chutz Lamachane
to pick up their ration of Man.

7:11 - 12 pvnwn 2py M7 20 anivy?-0¥a Men 2208 YR ,0°09WRI-NR) DPN0-NY) MERT-NR ANRY) K
THIAX? YW WK ,T03-NK) DMI3T-NK 77 TR2¥ N7 WYI--00K DY 002 1R 0°09wRT N8 On
the last Posuk of last week's Parsha Rashi says, 070w 10°% 827 02w e :amwy? o1 Mitzvos
are done in Olam Hazeh and the Schar is in Olam Habo. In the first Posuk of this week's Parsha
we are told that if we keep the Mitzvos that there is all types of Schar in this world.

We also have in the second Parsha of Shema where it says 11:13 - 14 -5% w»w@n yby-ox ,mm 2
¥R0-70R AN T OPWHI-2331 ,09327-222 , 1731 ,0°POR 2)-NN MRY--0™T 0NN M8 2N WK o0
0% WD) L7137 AOOR) WIPYm 7P ,iya oy Visiroshcha Viyitzherecha. So it is talking about
Schar in this world. So it is seems to be a contradiction between the theme of the end of last
week's Parsha and the beginning and middle of this week's Parsha?
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When do we say that Schar is only in the next world and when do we say that Schar is in this
world? Some people say that the Schar in this world is only the Simcha of doing the Mitzvah in
this world. The Gra says that you don't get Schar for Mitzvos in this world only the children do.

The closest Pshat from all the Peshatim is from Rav Elchanan Wasserman in the Kovetz
Ma'amarim. He says that no individual gets Schar in Olam Hazeh because we know that we have
the concept of Tzaddik V'ra Lo. However, we do find in the Tochacha that there is a correlation
between actions and Schar V'Onesh. Klal Yisrael as a whole are treated according to our actions.
A Yachid is not. So it may be that the words from last week’s Parsha are referring to a Yachid
and the words from this week's Parsha refers to the Rabbim, it doesn't matter that the words from
this week's Parsha is in Lashon Yachid. The Lashon Yachid is referring back to the Tzibbur of
Klal Yisrael as is the style that is seen in the Tochacha in Parshas Ki Savo. This might be Pshat
in the Gra , that Klal Yisrael as a whole gets Schar in this world and the individual does not.

7:22 n7ipn non LY 1299-19 ,000 D092 90I0 XY byn LyR--T39n 98 2IAI-NR PPOR N YW 25 The
Posuk says that Klal Yisrael when they are conquering Eretz Yisrael will do it a little at a time.
This concept is important. We have in this week's Parsha, in Parshas Mishpatim, and in Parshas
Maasei that Klal Yisrael would have an Eretz Yisrael that goes until Nehar Peras. Nehar Peras is
the Euphrates River. The Euphrates River hits the Mediterranean by Turkey which is way up.
Klal Yisrael never went anywhere near there when conquering Eretz Yisrael. What is the Pshat?

Yehoshua came in and conquered the body of Eretz Yisrael and then divided it amongst the
Shevatim and the plan was always that when the Shevatim would grow they would conquer
elsewhere. We find this in Nach when Sheivet Dan comes to Yehoshua and says that they don't
have enough room for the rapidly growing Sheivet and Yehoshua tells them to conquer
additional land. Dan pushed north. So the plan from the beginning was that when they grow they
would conquer more land. However, we were never Zoche to conquer the entire Eretz Yisrael.

That is Pshat with Zevulan as well in Beraishis 49:13 1n37) ,n%ax qin? X3 ;19w o2 Ain% 17927 2
17¢-%y The idea that Zevulan was supposed to have land near the Mediterranean. If the Shevatim
would have grown they would have acquired these lands.

In Beraishis Parshas Lech Lecha it says 15:18 - 21 n™32--0728-D8 M7 N2 X0 obam
1077 LR TIPI-NRY CPRI-NY 0 N79-103 2730 7307V ,00080 1330 NI PIRT-NY RDj LY hK?
VINT-NNY CWIBRI-NNY IWIRT-NR) IDNT-IN KD 2°R9IT-NY) 7193-nX) nnd-nX) o The Pesukim
mention 10 nations that Klal Yisrael were supposed to conquer. Here in Devarim 7:1 it says °3 X
19133) 0N WIRD T e 0°3-07R 2W)) ADY? ARY-RI ADR-IWR PIRT-OR LPER N LI
Tan DOMIRYY 0°27 ,0%0 AYaw--91200) W) L7190 There are only 7 nations that Klal Yisrael are
conquering. The Mishne L'melech says that if we were Zoche than Klal Yisrael could have
conquered more than the 7 nations, we could have conquered the entire 10 nations. It is because
we weren't Zoche that we didn't get every piece of Eretz Yisrael. That idea that Klal Yisrael
never really conquered the entire Eretz Yisrael serves to explain the Nehar Peras idea and many
concepts in Tanach.

The question of the week is: 10:12 7)7-n& 7877-0K 2 :Jayn 98 P58 207 anp--ox70r ,0pw) 2
WDI-22231 7229-222 ,7°P0R NV-NR 72V LINR 720891 ,10077-222 nYY oP9n We learn that we must
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make 100 Berachos per day from this Posuk. In Maseches Menachos 43b (5 lines from the
bottom) we learn out 70y (> 2°127) MARIY 2P 92 MDT2 ARN T122 QTR 27 MR PRA 027 707 XOIN
Tayn DR PAOR ' OXw° Rashi 15 lines from the bottom says to read Ma as Mei'a (100).

In the Mishnah Berura 46:3 (14) there is the Cheshbon of 100 Berachos that are made daily and
you will see that on Shabbos you are typically short by a few. You will notice that the Beracha of
Asher Yatzar that is made a few times over a Shabbos is not counted except for the time it is said
in Birchas Hashachar. The Mishnah Berura goes through a Cheshbon of Birchas Henehenin and
Birchas Hamazon and the Berachos of Davening and he tries to make an exact Cheshbon of how
we hit 100 Berachos on Shabbos. Isn't it strange that one of the most common Berachos that are
made by the average person is completely left out?

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Eikev 5769

Parshas Vaeschanan has the first Parsha of Kriyas Shema and Parshas Eikev has the second
Parsha of Kriyas Shema. In Parshas Vaeschanan, in 6:7 it says, (7°32° onuavh), that there a
Mitzvah of teaching Torah to your children. Rashi says that (o 7n%n7 9% :7°12%) Levanecha
means Eilu Hatalmidim, that this instance of Vanecha refers to your students. In this week's
Parsha, in 11:19 it says, (22°32-nX onk an7»?)), meaning, you are to teach them to your sons.
From here we learn to teach a son Torah. We know that the first time the Torah says a word, it is
for Pashut Pshat. In the second instance of that word we learn the Chidush. Here, if it says to
teach your son, | would think it means to teach your biological son. It would be by the second
instance that | would say that it comes to teach me about teaching students. Why here is it the
opposite? A possible Teretz might be that the Derech of teaching Torah is more Pashut to be a
Rav to a Talmid then a father to a son. Not every father can naturally be a teacher. Of course if
the father teaches a son he is also a Talmid. Maybe the Chidush here is, that L'vanecha, the
Pashut Pshat is Limud Hatorah.

It says in Parshas Vaeschanan in 6:6, (722%-%v--017 73%7 238 WX ,7987 07277 7). Meaning and
these words that | command you today shall be upon your heart. In our Parsha it says in 11:18,
(0222%-%y ,7%% M27-N% apn)). The Kotzker asks, shouldn't the Torah say that these words should
be in your heart, why does it say on your heart? Why is the word Al (on) mentioned in both
Parshiois? The Kotzker gives an insight into human nature. Most of the days of a human being, a
person is not ready to make major changes in his life. Every once in awhile an occasion happens
when a person is moved and he could change. During Kriyas Shema we say Al L'vavchem, put it
on your heart, meaning when the time comes and you are ready to change and the heart will
open, these words will fall in and you will change.

Rav Akiva Eiger has a Teshuva in Siman Tes. He has a tremendous Chidush on Mezuzah which
the Parsha speaks about in 11:20 (3>9yw21 ,30°2 nimm-5v opandy). If someone leaves his house
even for 2 days he is not being Mekayeim Mitzvas Mezuzah while he is away. When he returns
home he starts to do the Mitzvah again. If someone leaves their house in the morning and comes
home that evening he would not make a new Brocha on Mezuza. However, if you go away for 2
days, Rabbi Akiva Eiger says you do have to make a new Brocha on Mezuza. You wouldn't say
Likboia Mezuza as the the Mezuza is affixed already; however, there is a Nusach to say. Rabbi
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Akiva Eiger actually Paskens this way at the end of Siman Tes. The Minhag is not this way. Why
so? If someone stores things, that space called a Beis Ha'oitzer, is Chayiv Mezuzah. If someone
has an apartment that he is storing things in before he moves in, is he Chayiv Mezuzah at that
point?

Rav Pam was asked this Shaila. Rav Pam was at a Simcha in which the Soifer Rav Feldman from
Flatbush was in attendance. They had a disagreement regarding this Shaila. Rav Feldman said, it
is not a Beis Ha'oitzer and you wouldn't be Chayiv and Rav Pam held anytime you store things it
is a Beis Ha'oitzer and you would be Chayiv. Rav Feldman brought a Raya that you are Patur
from this Rabbi Akiva Eiger, in which we see that when you are away for an extended period of
time, you are Patur from Mezuzah and that is why on your return you must make a new Brocha.
You see from here that if you store things in a house and you don't live there you are Patur from
Mezuzah. Rav Pam responded, you are correct that Rabbi Akiva Eiger holds that way, but why
do all the Poiskim hold that if you go away for a few days you don't make a new Brocha? It is
Farkert, it is a Beis Ha'oitzer and is Michuyav in Mezuza even if you are not there. So a person
should put up a Mezuzah as soon as he starts to store things in a place that is going to be his
home.

The next Pshat is also a Rabbi Akiva Eiger and it has to do with Birchas Hamazoin which also
stems from this week's Parsha in 8:10 (p2121--ny2¥) ,n28)). Rabbi Akiva Eiger is Misupeik in
his Hagaois to the Shulchan Aruch in Siman Kuf Pei Vav about a Kattan who eats before night
and bentches, however, he is still full when it becomes night and he becomes a Bar Mitzvah that
night. Does he have to repeat Birchas Hamazoin? Ai, he bentched already? What he bentched he
bentched as a Kattan, and the bentching of a Kattan can't Patur the Bentching of a Gadoil. What
is this Talui in? This depends if the Chiyuv Birchas Hamazoin comes from the Achilah of a
Kezayis and as long as you are still full that you can still Bentch. Or, it is the S'viya that is
Michayeiv.

The Mishnah B'rurah brings a Pri Migadim with the following Kasha. If a person has less than a
Kezayis of bread and for whatever reason he is full now, is he Michuyav to Bentch? The Pri
This would be a Raya to Rabbi Akiva Eiger's Shaila regarding the boy turning Bar Mitzvah that
evening. The boy was only full when he turned a Bar Mitzvah, the Achila was done before.
Maybe you need a Sviya that comes from an Achila, this Gadol has a Sviya that comes from an
Achila, while someone who is full and they ate less than K'zayis has a Sviya that doesn't come
from an Achila. The Shulchan Aruch Harav says a Chidush, that when you Bentch, since
Bentching is a Hakaras Hatoiv for what you have, then Kavana is M'akeiv in Bentching. We are
always looking for Segulois, the Segula for Parnasa is Benthching, so we should try to be extra
vigilant in this area.

A young girl asked Rav Pam a question. Why at the end of the first Bracha of Birchas Hamazoin
does it say (X792 WX 12 99 1 1an3), meaning Hashem prepares food for all the creatures
that he has created. It is a redundancy, because it says creatures that he created? Rav pam
answered that (X792 2¥&) means because he created, meaning that a person gets what he needs to
eat without using up any Zechusim. Since Hashem gave us life he has to provide us with food.
So the Teitch is, Hashem prepares food for his creatures because he created them.
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